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[Link to audio recording.] 
 
This morning’s readings give us two pretty familiar texts. First, we hear the story of Naaman, 
the army commander from Aram, an enemy of Israel. He has been struck with leprosy and is 
seeking a solution. A enslaved girl, taken as a prize of conquest from her homeland of Israel 
has the solution: seek out a prophet of the God of Israel and you will be made clean. This 
story shows up in our lectionary three times, which is pretty unusual for a story from 2 Kings. 
It’s a somewhat comic tale about a man who thinks he knows better than the prophet Elisha 
how God will bring about healing. It ends with Naaman proclaiming faith in God and giving 
thanks for his health.  
 
And then there is the story of the ten lepers. This is a story many of us know, one many of 
us have heard over and over again throughout our lives. Perhaps some of you could tell it 
yourselves, no text needed. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, on the way to the cross and he 
comes across ten people with leprosy. They call out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 
Jesus does, and sends them on their way to show themselves to a priest. Ten leave. Only one 
returns. When we hear it, or when we read it, or when we think about it, we think of 
Thanksgiving. We think of gratitude. We think about how often we have been lax in our 
own thanks or have forgotten that everything we have is a gift of God. We think of how 
only one of these ten people came back to give thanks for being healed…and about how 
that one just happened to be a Samaritan.  
 
These are two stories about how outsiders, non-Israelites, a Aramite and a Samaritan, 
experience God’s grace and God’s healing and praise God in gratitude. These are stories 
about the ways Jesus expands the kingdom of God to include more people in the Kingdom 
than the religious leaders of the day would like. That’s the way I’ve typically read it.  
 
I have a confession to make. It might come as a shock. Pastors can still learn new things 
about the Bible. I know! I’ve probably scandalized you.  
 
But a couple years ago, I felt my mind explode when I learned something about leprosy and 
the Bible I had never heard before…and I’d venture to guess it might be new information to 
many of you, too, unless you like to spend your free time exploring obscure verses in 
Leviticus.  
 
Several years ago, I was in a text study with other pastors and all of a sudden one of these 
other pastors mentioned a verse in Leviticus about leprosy that I had probably read at some 
point in my life but couldn’t recall. As you may know, Leviticus, along with some other 
books in the Bible, carry all of the purity codes for the Jewish people. These codes tell 
people what they can eat and can’t eat, what they can wear and can’t wear, and, especially, 
how to be “made clean” in the event they are ever exposed to something that would make 
them “unclean.” 
 

https://youtu.be/bqEImTtb4mM
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People with leprosy were considered to be unclean. This isn’t leprosy as we might 
understand it today, the word “leprosy” gets used to describe all sorts of skin maladies. 
Anyone with leprosy was considered unclean and had to announce that fact to anyone who 
might get too close. If someone was approaching them, they had to cry out, “Unclean! 
Unclean!” 
 
The purity codes in Leviticus talk about how to determine if one is clean or unclean, but 
there is this very interesting caveat for people with leprosy:  
 
“But if the disease breaks out in the skin, so that it covers all the skin of the diseased person 
from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, 13then the priest shall make an examination, 
and if the disease has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; since 
it has all turned white, he is clean.” (Leviticus 13:12-13) 
 
Hear that again: “But if the disease breaks out…so that it covers all the skin…[the priest] 
shall pronounce him clean of the disease.” 
 
It might sound counterintuitive, but in a lot of ways this makes total sense. It’s about 
wholeness. If someone is whole, they are clean, regardless of that wholeness is disease-free or 
disease-filled. It’s about wholeness, not about a diagnosis.  
 
These two verses from Leviticus were new for me. I looked it up for myself and read 
through it a couple of times to make sure I had a good grasp of it. Truth be told, it changes 
the way that I understand this Gospel story. All of a sudden, it’s not ten people with leprosy 
just crying out for mercy. It’s ten people with leprosy taking a risk. It’s risky for them to ask 
to be made clean, because they don’t actually know what they’re asking for…will they no 
longer have leprosy? Or will they simply be made whole and have leprosy cover their whole 
body? 
 
It’s that the way healing is, sometimes, though? Isn’t it sometimes a risk, especially when we 
expand our definition to include more than physical disease?  
 
I think about times when we make an effort to get healthier. When we start working out for 
the first time—or the first time in a long time! —our muscles have to work pretty hard in a 
way they’re not used to. Those first few weeks are sore weeks, muscles aching with the 
changes we are asking of them. Trying to eat more variety in our diet or incorporate more 
produce means that we might need to work harder to plan our meals, or learn new ways of 
cooking. It takes work. It’s a risk.  
 
If our healing takes the form of overcoming an addiction, there is almost nothing harder 
than the beginning. Withdrawal can be painful, scary and, in some cases, even deadly in some 
cases. Though we know that, eventually, life without addiction is richer and fuller, it is a 
terrifying prospect for many. It would be easier to keep using. Healing is a risk.  
 



3 

 

Rev. Rebecca Ajer Frantz   October 9, 2022: 18 Pentecost  
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (North Chesterfield, VA)   2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Luke 17:11-19 

I think about our relationships, too. If we want to heal a relationship, we need to put 
ourselves out there. We need to be vulnerable. We need to push ourselves to be honest 
about our feelings and our needs and we need to accept that we have likely made mistakes 
which we need to atone for. We need to be open to listen to another person and hear their 
thoughts and feelings. This is tough work. It’s intimidating. It’s risky.  
 
God heals. We know that. But we also know that the process of healing, that the process of 
becoming whole is full of unknowns and pitfalls and won’t always be easy. It will likely be 
hard, with ups and towns and too many unknowns. It would be much easier, in a lot of ways, 
to simply allow ourselves to continue in that unhealthy  or un-whole state.  
 
Yet still, God heals. God provides the strength to see us through and the inspiration and 
motivation to start. While God’s Word points out the ways we may fail, it also highlights the 
Good News that Christ never gives up on us. God provides forgiveness for all the ways we 
will mess up along the way. God provides community to support us, evidenced in the body 
of Christ created through baptism. God sustains us in the journey with life-giving bread and 
wine, the flesh and blood of our God.  
 
And so, God makes healing more than worth all the possibly negatives. God puts it all on 
the line for us, risked it all on the cross, so that we might be made whole and might have the 
courage to embrace that wholeness.  
 
Jesus, have mercy on us.  
 
We know it will be worth the risk.  
 
Amen.  


