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[Link to audio recording.] 
 
We don’t hear from the prophet Habakkuk that often in worship. He is considered one of 
the minor prophets and his book is only three chapters long. There frankly just isn’t enough 
there to warrant too many Sundays worth of texts.  In fact, our Lectionary only has it appear 
once with a possibility for a second chance if the worship planner opts for an alternate 
reading.  
 
And because he’s a “minor prophet” we also don’t know much about his life. Based on clues 
in the text, Habakkuk lived just before Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians and before the 
Babylonians exiled most of its inhabitants. The words of this prophet speak to fear and 
anxiety, not knowing what will come next and crying out to God for help. As the 
Babylonians power rises and their threat grows, the people of Jerusalem, and the kingdom of 
Judah as a whole, grew concerned. Habakkuk reminds the people that faith in God is not 
misplaced or misguided, but rather a life-giving hope.  
 
Habakkuk will stand at the watch post, station himself at the rampart and will watch and wait 
for God to act. That is his role. That is his identity: the prophet who waits on God to do as 
God has promised.  
 
This notion of identity is a bit of a thru-line in these texts. In the letter to Timothy, we hear 
two identities highlighted, both those of the sender and the receiver. Paul claims his own 
identity as an apostle and herald. Timothy is reminded that his identity is rooted in his 
baptism, in the laying on of hands and the gifts that were bestowed upon him in that 
moment. 
 
In a couple minutes, several people who have been part of our community for a will make 
affirmation of their baptismal promises and they “officially” join our congregation. Charlene 
and Chris and Katie will affirm these promises for themselves, and Christ and Katie will also 
affirm the promises they made on behalf of Mason, Lucy, and Emma when they were each 
baptized.  
 
These promises are not just nice things to say and then put away until we’re confirmed or 
until we join a congregation. They can and should shape who we are as children of God. In 
baptism, we promise to: 

• Live among God’s faithful people 

• Hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 

• Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed 

• Serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

• And strive for justice and peace in all the earth 
These are big things that, when taken seriously, have a big impact on our identity. 
 

https://youtu.be/3DvGJ29SsSs
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In our Gospel reading, Jesus talks about identity, too, although the parable presented is a bit 
problematic. In the parable, Jesus uses a story of someone enslaved, putting the listener into 
the position of the slaveholder. It’s not a good look, for the listener, or, really, for Jesus as 
we hear it now. And enslaved person’s identity is not that of a slave, it is not that of their 
bondage. Their position and enslavement is not their defining feature.  
 
But I think the point being made here is that if one embraces their identity, the works and 
actions that flow out of that are natural and expected. So while I don’t think this particular 
metaphor works with the idea of slavery, I do think it works with the idea of baptism.  
 
So while we know that the identity of enslaved people is not their enslaved status, we can 
also hear in this parable the truth that there are things we are called to do because of who we are. 
And if who we are is a disciple of Christ, then there are actions and words and responses 
that fit accordingly. 
 
This year we’ve been mostly hearing from the Gospel of Luke and I think it’s helpful to go 
to Luke one more time. When Jesus kicks off his ministry, he does so in his home 
synagogue. He takes out the scroll of Isaiah, the appointed text for the day, and reads: 
 
18 “‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’”i 
 
Then, he rolls the scroll back up, hands it back, and sits down, telling everyone that this 
reading has been fulfilled in their hearing.  
 
As you all hear me preach and teach more and more over the years, you’ll know that I 
frequently refer to these two verses as “Jesus’ mission statement.” These are the things Jesus 
announces that he has been sent to do—anointed to do.  
 
And these are the things we are called to do and participate in as disciples of Christ. And if 
you weren’t sure, they are echoed in those baptismal promises I just read a minute ago.  
 
It can feel a bit daunting. A lot of pressure. A lot is expected of us. But the good news is that 
we aren’t doing any of it without God at work in us.  
 
What keeps us going through all of it is our faith, faith that the disciples ask Jesus for more 
of! “Increase our faith!” they cry. And it is a cry I can empathize with. There’s been more 
than once occasion when I have wanted my faith increased! 
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The thing is, though, faith isn’t quantifiable. I don’t think we can ever really say that 
someone has more faith or less faith, but I do think that faith is something that can feel deep 
and tangible, but also wispy and frail, depending on where we are in our life and in our 
journey with God.  
 
Jesus says that, with even the faith of a mustard seed, the disciples could uproot a tree and 
plant it in the sea. I actually looked up mustard seed and this is what I learned: mustard is an 
extremely hearty plant. It’s considered a weed in many places and even considered an 
invasive species in California. It is tough. Not killed off easily.  
 
So maybe this is another way of understanding what Jesus says, not about the size of their 
faith, but about the heartiness of it, the tenacity of it, the hard-to-kill nature of it.  
 
As Lutherans, we baptize individuals at all ages, and most of the time, that means that 
infants are baptized long before they can speak, walk, or even hold their own head up! 
 
We baptize in this way because we believe that it is God’s action and God’s action alone 
working in baptism and that through those waters and through God’s words of promise, 
God instills a seed of faith and we are grafted into this community of believers.  
 
It is this community of believers that will hold us, support us, love us, comfort us, encourage 
us, and push us. And it is this community of believers that will remind us where to look 
when we feel like we need more faith, always pointing to the waters of the font.   
 
When our faith is feeling wispy, we can return to baptism to remind us how tenacious it is, 
how tenacious God is, in never letting us go. How wonderful it is to have the faith of a 
mustard seed.  
 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i Isaiah 4:18-19. NRSV 


