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Persistence is the name of the game today. After wrestling unknowingly with God, Jacob 
persistently holds on until God blesses him. The widow comes before an unjust judge over 
and over again until she wears him down and he finally relents and grants her justice.  
 
Do you remember when, a few weeks ago, I mentioned that that there was one summer I 
worked at camp and our theme was justice? That one of the parables we had for one of the 
days was the parable of the unjust judge? Well, another lesson from that same summer’s 
theme was this morning’s reading, the parable of the persistent widow. Another 
parable…and another parable that I think just doesn’t work as an allegory.  
 
If we approach it as an allegory, we’ve got to assign roles, and it’s tough to do that unless 
you really want God in the position of the unjust judge—which I certainly don’t! But 
remember, parables are not required to be allegorical. No, parables are there to teach us 
something about God…and so, when we read this parable the question isn’t “Who is God in 
this story?”…but “What does this story tell us about the nature of God?” 
 
Jesus ends this parable by pointing to the unjust judge and how he finally gave in because of 
his annoyance and frustration at the widow continually coming to him. “And will not God 
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?” Jesus asks. In other words, if 
even this jerk of a judge will finally relent to get this woman to go away, won’t our God who 
loves us, cares for us, and wants the best for us grant us justice without our needing to 
exhaust ourselves with continual pleading?  
 
That’s where I think this week’s lectionary texts can be a bit unhelpful. At the most surface 
level, we hear this parable and the reading about Jacob and we just think, “Okay, I’ll just be 
persistent and God will give me what I want.” 
 
That’s not the way it works, though, is it? That’s not the way God works. God is not a wish-
granting genie or some other mythical creature that will give us our greatest desires if we’re 
only smart enough or cunning enough or, in this case, persistent enough with our asking.  
 
When we read these texts, there is more to consider. For one thing, the context of our 
reading from Genesis. Do you remember the stories of Jacob from Genesis? In this passage, 
he has been on the run from his brother, Esau, after using trickery to take the inheritance 
that should have been his. Esau has been hunting him down but finally, Jacob thinks that 
enough time has passed that maybe, just maybe, it might be safe enough to come home. So 
first he sends his household to test the waters, if you will. See how Esau will treat them. And 
he plans to come afterwards.  
 
It is at this point that God comes to Jacob, though we know Jacob doesn’t realize it is God. 
And they wrestle until daybreak.  
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This reading always puzzles me a bit because I always wonder why God chooses to wrestle 
with Jacob. Why bother? Especially because God tries to get out of it as soon as dawn 
begins to break? What was God’s purpose?  
 
And this year, as I read the texts, I wonder if the purpose was God’s persistence—not 
Jacob’s.  
 
Yes, Jacob wrestled all night and refused to let God go without a blessing…but I wonder if 
God’s initiation of this struggle was God wanting to meet Jacob where he was and wanting 
to remind him that he is better than someone who runs away from the consequences of their 
actions. Maybe God was concerned that Jacob wouldn’t follow through and approached him 
to create some extra incentive—incentive that was eventually gained through the blessing 
Jacob demands. A blessing that doubles as a reminder of who God is and the relationship 
God has with God’s people.  
 
Persistence, not just on the part of Jacob, but from a God who doesn’t give up on us.  
 
And again, I see this same idea in the reading from Luke. This parable is frequently referred 
to as the “Parable of the Persistent Widow,” and it is. She is. She wears down this judge until 
he finally agrees to grant her justice in her complaint to get rid of her.  
 
But in Jesus’ remarks following it, about how much more God will grant justice to God’s 
people without delay. In other words, God is persistent in God’s pursuit of justice.  
 
Like I said before, it’s not as if God is waiting for us to wear God down with our pleas and 
requests. On the contrary, God is eager and ready to support us and act in our best interests. 
The problem is, we want this action to happen in our way and on our timeline.  
 
We always think we know best and we know the beset way to make things happen…but, of 
course, God knows best.  
 
We might look at our world and point to all these things that we wish God would fix or that 
we think God isn’t doing enough to address, but then we’re missing the point. God’s justice 
is not our justice and God goes about things in ways that may seem foreign or confusing or 
unimpactful to us. But God reminds us that our view of things is not as expansive or as full 
as God’s is.  
 
After all, God’s first effort at creating a just world was to put a tree in the Garden and tell 
Adam and Eve not to eat it and then kick them out when they can’t resist. Not too much 
later in scripture, God looks at the world, sees that things aren’t going well, and floods the 
world and wiping out all but Noah and his family—an attempt at recreating that original just 
world. 
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One of my professors in seminary used to say that in these early stories, God is “learning 
how to be God to God’s people,” and that means that God’s just nature is learning as well. 
Eventually, God realizes that the only way to bring about a fully restored relationship with 
humanity and full reconciliation is to come among us in human skin. To literally put skin in 
the game. True justice can come from no other place. 
 
And so, if we want to know what God thinks about justice with Jesus in the mix, what God’s 
plans are for God’s people, especially through the lens of the Gospel of Luke, we need look 
no further than the Magnificat, Mary’s song that she sings to her relative Elizabeth after 
sharing the news that she is pregnant with the savior. Here’s what she sings: 
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked 
with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy 
is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his 
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever.”i 
 
What were the highlights?  

• Scattering the proud.  

• Bringing down the powerful.  

• Lifting up the lowly.  

• Filling the hungry with good 
things.  

• Sending the rich away empty. 

 
In essence, turning the world upside down from the normal order of things. This is what 
God’s justice looks like. It doesn’t happen on our timetable. It doesn’t always happen the 
way we think it should. Heck, at the time, there were lots of people who didn’t believe God’s 
justice could come from someone like Jesus—that God’s justice could only come from a 
powerful military force that could oust the Roman occupation.  
 
All of this is to say that God’s justice is a mystery to us in a lot of ways. We know the 
“what”: the fulfillment of God’s promises and the reign of God casting down the powerful 
and lifting up those who have been oppressed. But we don’t know the “how” or the 
“when.” 
 
The “why,” though? That one’s easy.  
 
Why can we count on God’s justice?  
 
Because God is persistent. Amen.   

 
i Luke 1:46b-55, NRSV. 


