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Pastor Becca’s Corner
Though the temperature outside may imply otherwise, summer is coming to an
end. Schools are back in session and the days are slowly getting shorter. In the life
of a congregation, there’s a shift as well. We move from the less-scheduled weeks
and months back into more of a routine. We travel less, so we are able to
participate in worship more. The seasons change, and so does our life together.
I’m excited about the plans for this program year at LCOS. We’re bringing back
Family Faith & Fellowship, as well as S.O.F.T. Several young people will begin
Confirmation. Handbells and Choir will begin rehearsing regularly again. We can
look forward to the patterns of fall that we’ve come to know and love.
The more years I live through, the more attention I find myself paying to the idea
of seasons. Nothing lasts forever. Everything is seasonal. In some ways, it’s a little
sad. My son cuddles on my lap and grabs my face for a kiss. I know there will be a
time when that season ends and he won’t do that anymore. In other ways, as any
parent or caregiver will know, it is an enormous blessing—like the newborn phase
when that same sweet kid had to be fed every three hours, or the sleep
regression when he barely slept an hour at a time for a couple days.

MONTHLY ATTENDANCE:
JULY-AUGUST
Date

In Person Online*

July 3

74

124

July 10

53

111

July 17

75

110

July 24

63 & 76

110

July 31

78

111

Yes, the nature of our life is seasonal—and that is both a bane and a blessing. This
is such a fundamental truth that it is even recorded in our scripture:

AVG.

69.83

113.2

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Aug. 7

97

86

The writer goes through the familiar litany of things: a time to be born, a time to
die, a time to seek, a time to lose, a time for war, a time for peace. And then, after
all that, the writer states,

Aug. 14

81

101

Aug. 21

72

97

Aug. 28

81

93

82.75

94.25

“I know that whatever God does endures forever.” (v.13)
That’s the key to keep in mind as we transition from one season to another—
things will change. That’s just a fact. But God is constant, reliable, and the things
that God does (love us, care for us, support us, strengthen us) continue on.
That’s something solid to hold on to.

AVG.

In God’s Peace,
Pastor Becca

*Online numbers include
YouTube views and email opens.
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A Monthly Message
from our Council President:

“Stewardship is all about sharing love with God and neighbor. It is how we activate our love.”
- Yolanda Denson-Byers, Luther Seminary
Throughout 2022, the congregation of LCOS has been more than generous with its time, talent, and
treasure. From the volunteers who led Vacation Bible School to those who show up each Property Work

Day to beautify the grounds of our church, LCOS is blessed to have so many who are willing to donate
their time to our wonderful community. We are blessed with the talent of those who participate in our
Bell Choir, as well as an incredibly talented set of leaders who participate in committees and lead other
important events such as our Matching Funds Campaigns. This year, LCOS has been blessed by the
generosity of the congregation as well, with two sets of Matching Funds Campaigns resulting in resounding successes in reducing the balance on our mortgage for the sanctuary, and further enhancing
the church grounds through the Property Fundraiser.
However, as August turns to September, LCOS’ Church Council and its Church Treasurer have noted
that the church is starting to generate a larger deficit for 2022. While the deficit remains less than the
budgeted deficit that was approved by the congregation as part of our 2021 Annual Meeting, LCOS is
beginning to feel the impact of rising inflation. Our balance sheets are showing that our costs are rising
at a faster pace than giving, which is starting to weaken the strong financial position LCOS ended 2021
in.
LCOS has been without a Stewardship Chair for all of 2022. With recent developments, it is becoming a
priority for Council and myself to find somebody willing to serve in that position. With God’s blessing
and guidance, we are hopeful that one of our talented leaders in the congregation will feel called to
serve as the Stewardship Chair, and guide LCOS through some of the financial challenges that inflation
is causing.

If you are interested in serving as Stewardship Chair, please feel free to reach out to Pastor Becca or
myself. If you also feel called to give to God and LCOS to help address the financial challenges the
church is starting to face, please give what you can. Rising costs are presenting a challenge for everybody right now. This congregation is an incredibly generous one, and stewardship has remained strong
throughout the year.
Thank you for all that you do in giving your time, talent, and treasure back to God and LCOS.
Ryan Shannon
Council President
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ouncil’s
orner

Your Church Council meets monthly, usually during the 3rd or 4th
week of each month. If you have any questions, please contact a
Council member. Go to members.lcosva.org/church-council for recent statements, this month's Council's Corner, and full meeting
minutes. A reminder that the site is password protected. If you are
an LCOS member and need the password, please contact Kayleigh in
the church office.

July
• Treasurer's report: April and May financials were reported
to show a deficit. The deficit remains significantly less
than the budgeted deficit that was planned for as part of
the 2022 budget. The financial report for June should be
completed before the next monthly Council meeting.
• The development of playground cautionary signage for the
safety of people and pets is in progress.
• With assistance and input from the current Interim Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Council discussed
plans for the Children’s Ministry Coordinator moving forward. Part of this discussion centered around plans for the
matching funds campaign fundraiser that is focused on
generating funding for the Children’s Ministry Coordinator position into 2024.
• As part of the debrief at the July Synod Gathering, it was
discussed whether LCOS’ Constitutional provisions regarding Council Member absences need to be amended,
based on best practices in other congregations.
August
• Treasurer's report: There's a $6,000 deficit for the month
and $8,000 for the year; around half of this was the payment for Pastor Becca's moving expenses. Please give as
you are able, bearing in mind that due to inflation costs
have increased. We will also be seeking a new treasurer to
take over at the end of the year.
• The Giving Tree Preschool: A cautionary sign for the playground has been approved, which will be paid for
with ARPA funds.
• A Council Retreat is being planned for October; Council
will still gather for its regular meeting.
• Renae Schumann has announced she would like to chair
the committee for our Youth Director matching funds
fundraiser; we also have a volunteer for a co-chair.

2022
Class of 2023
Margie Aunins
Mario Cuellar (Vice President)
Ryan Shannon (President)

Class of 2024
Dan French
Earl Shaffer
Richmond Zehmer

Class of 2025
Brittany Bandy
Babs Benson

Megan Cheatham (Secretary)

David Schumann (Treasurer)
treasurerlcos@gmail.com

For contact information for these
individuals, please refer to our
Church Directory.
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Deficit: As expected, we had a fairly large deficit ($7,700) for the month. There were two main reasons for this: first, it
was a 3 payroll month, so staff expenses were higher than usual; second, giving has not really increased at the same
rate as other expenses have increased. (Giving units unavailable this month.)

Deficit: We had around a $300 deficit for the month, leaving us with around a $2,500 deficit for the year. It seems as if
expenses are rising faster than giving, so unless something changes, I would expect more deficits in the months to
come. At this point, I don't think there is any cause for alarm, as it is within the range of what we planned for. Giving
units: 74 families.

Deficit: We had around a $6,000 deficit for the month, leaving us with around a $8,000 deficit for the year. Around half of
that deficit comes from the payment to Pastor Becca for moving expenses, but still this is a little higher than anticipated,
and appears to be driven by the combination of stagnant giving with rising expenses. This lines up with what I said last
month, and unless something changes, I would expect more deficits in the months to come. Giving units: 64
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour | 9601 Hull Street Road, North Chesterfield, VA 23236 | 804-276-4271 | lcosva.org
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In July Pastor Becca, Rick Krasneck, Kelly Strunk,
and Helen Weaver represented LCOS at the Virginia
Synod Gathering. Below are reflections from Rick,
Kelly, and Helen about their experience.
Rick: At the Synod Gathering I attended two sessions. In the first session, Coping with the Pandemic,
we discussed the results and effects the pandemic
had on all of us—how we felt about it, how it affected
our life, how we coped, and what we had to do to
help ourselves during this time. We discussed how
people felt about the isolation, and also how many
thought this as a denial factor. The discussion was
active and most of the participants offered their opinions.
The second session, Proclaiming Christ in the Midst
of Crisis, was led by Bishop Humphrey. Most of us
have a view of the church from the pew, but the Bishop has a view from the Virginia Synod Office of the
Bishop. The Bishop talked about the challenges and the triumphs he has seen in recent years, such as
the collected funds from congregations to support ministries of the Synod and the challenges of retiring
pastors and open pulpits, just to name a few. The Bishop was lively and funny at times and kept our interest. The session was open for questions and the Bishop answered all questions.
Some of us helped fold clothing to be taken to the outdoor ministry in Fredericksburg, VA as a service
project. All in all it was an exciting and informative time.
Kelly: One of the workshops I attended at Synod Assembly was about unconscious bias. Unconscious
bias is defined as social stereotypes about certain groups of people that individuals form outside of their
own conscious awareness. Despite our best efforts, we all have unconscious bias based on our unique
life experiences. This is relevant to the church as it can impact how (and who) we serve in the community, how we interact with visitors, and how effective we are in sharing the gospel. The workshop leaders
focused on two main strategies to counteract unconscious bias: listening and finding common ground.
We too often jump to conclusions and fail to understand the real need or circumstances that someone is
experiencing. When we spend time listening and learning, we can find common ground and greater
awareness.
One of the workshop presenters was Maurice Gallimore, the Director of Diversity at enCircle (formerly
known as Lutheran Family Services). He told a story of a time a friend said to him, “I don’t know what to
call you. Should I call you black or African American?” Maurice responded, “You can just call me Maurice.” He used this story as a teaching moment and reminder that we are all just people. As God's children there is far more that unites us than divides us. May we all reflect on our own unconscious bias, and
make the effort to listen more, find common ground, and love all of God's people.
Helen: I had the pleasure of attending the 2022 Synod Gathering at Roanoke College along with Pastor
Becca, Rick Krasneck, and Kelly Strunk, as representatives of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour. Pastor
Scott and Babs Benson were also in attendance. I enjoyed spending time with other Lutherans from
across Virginia as we found opportunities to grow in faith. I learned more about the work of enCircle, and
heard from the Bishop and others about church in the time of Covid. I would encourage church members
to attend Power in the Spirit and volunteer to represent LCOS at Synod Assembly next year when we will
elect a new Bishop.
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GWOH photo (adapted): ELCA

Since our Worship Service & Picnic is on September 11th, we'll observe GWOH on the 4th!
We will combine this day of service with our monthly Food Pantry Sunday, collecting fresh
fruits and vegetables as well as non-perishable items for the Chesterfield Food
Bank. Collection tables will be set up outside after the service.
Since January 2022, we have accumulated a total of 26 grocery bags of food, one plastic
bag of lotions and soaps, and 8 decorative birthday cake kits for Southminster Presbyterian
Church’s food pantry.

Handbells and Choir rehearsals will begin the
first week of September!

Bells: Tuesdays 7:15-8:15 p.m.
Choir: Wednesdays 7-8 p.m.
We have fun together while improving our
musical skills and learning music for worship. We'd love for you to be a part of our
group! It's a great way to get to know people in
the congregation, and to contribute to the life
of the church and the praise of God.
Hope to see you on September 6 or 7!
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Our Sock Drive was
a HUGE SUCCESS!
We collected 233
pairs of socks
for Richmond Friends
of the Homeless, exceeding our goal of
200 from the Virginia
Synodical Women's
Organization. Thank
you to everyone who
donated!
NEXT SERVING DAY: SEPTEMBER 14
News from the Virginia Synodical Women's Organization
My mother and I headed to Staunton, VA in mid-August for
the VSWO convention. After not being able to gather inperson for two years, it was a joyous event. Elections were
***Click here to sign up for October 12.***
held for officers, Board members, and Triennial Gathering repWe need AT LEAST 10 volunteers to prepare 10 resentatives. $1,526 in love offering went to Valley Mission, a
bagged lunches each.
homeless shelter in the Staunton. The 59 attendees also heard
from
the founder of New Creation, a store in Harrisonburg, VA
Please contact Diane Beall with questions/concerns.
whose mission is to combat human trafficking, and from the
Executive Director of Project Horizon in Lexington, whose organization assists victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Did you know one of the specialty license
plates you can get in Virginia is "Peace Begins at Home"? Proceeds go to support violence prevention efforts.
Lunches need to be dropped off at LCOS on
September 14 10:30-11 a.m.

Women's organizations across the state collected socks to donate to a place of their choosing—5,023 pairs in
total! Esther Circle thanks everyone who donated to our sock drive.
Next year's VSWO convention will be at Roanoke College July 21-22. The project will benefit Project Horizon
with an option for sewers and one for buyers. Details will be shared in a future newsletter.
Thanks be to God for safe travels! -Helen Weaver

Esther Circle will
meet at 8:30
a.m. September
17 at Southern
Taste Diner.
Contact Helen
Weaver with
questions.
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VBS Roundup: What a wonderful four evenings we had Celebrating God’s Creation! We celebrated through stories about our involvement with the earth—
understanding that we are caretakers of God’s creation, being thankful for the food
that comes from plants, and understanding the parallels between taking care of the
earth and nurturing our own faith.
Night One: People as Caretakers of God’s Creation (Genesis 2: 4-9, 15)
Night Two: Rest for the Land (Leviticus 25: 1-7)
Night Three: The Parable of the Sower (Mark 4: 1-9)
Night Four: The Parable of the Fig Tree (Luke 13: 6-9)
Over the course of four Monday evenings from July 18–August 8, 28 children had fun with hands-on learning
activities involving plants and seeds, songs, and games. Nightly attendance ranged from 11 to 20 children.
Throughout VBS the children raised money to purchase fruit tree seedlings for the ELCA Good
Gifts program. With very generous help from the congregation, the children raised $420! The Outreach Team
contributed an additional $150 for a total of $570—enough for 57 fruit tree seedlings. WOW!!!!
Our VBS staff was amazing and I think they had as much fun as our children! (See page 12 for thank-you’s.)

FALL FAITH FORMATION BEGINS SEPTEMBER 18
Family Faith & Fellowship resumes after worship. This year we
ELEMENTARY MIDDLE & HIGH
will be meeting on the first and third Sundays of each
DATE
& YOUNGER SCHOOL (+ ADULTS)
month. All families with children who are preschool through
elementary aged are invited to our time for families to learn
Sep. 18
FF&F
Confirmation
together. Our focus for the fall will be Jesus and His Friends. We
will be hearing stories and engaging in activities to help reinOct. 2
FF&F
S.O.F.T.
force the stories. As we did in the past, we’ll begin with a snack
immediately after worship and aim to get started by 11:15. If
FF&F
Confirmation
you’d like to provide a snack, please sign up here. Karen Watkins Oct. 16
will be leading Family Faith & Fellowship.
Nov. 6
FF&F
S.O.F.T.
Confirmation Class will be held on the following Sundays
(usually the third Sunday of each month): September 18, October 16, November 20, December 4) after worship. Lunch will be
provided. Families with Confirmation-age students should already have received an email from Pastor Becca regarding timing, organization, expectations, etc.

Nov. 20

FF&F

Confirmation

Dec. 4

FF&F

S.O.F.T. /
Confirmation

Dec. 18

Special All-Ages
Advent/Christmas Event

S.O.F.T. (Sharing Our Faith Together) is an intergenerational
class for middle schoolers through adults. Through hands-on activities and conversation, everyone is sure to
grow in faith! This class will generally meet on the first Sunday of each month. Helen Weaver will be leading
this class.
The preschool staff has been working hard setting up their classrooms and preparing for a new school year. We are excited to welcome our students on September 6th! The
children will learn about making friends, and they will
explore apples and learn about Johnny Appleseed. The
Bible story for the month is Creation. I can’t wait to
hear the joyful noise of children having fun!

CONTACT US:
804.276.8194
PRESCHOOL@LCOSVA.ORG
GIVINGTREEPRESCHOOL.ORG

Like us on Facebook!
@givingtreepreschool.org
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Time & Talent Needed!

We'll need volunteers and items to sell,
including art, crafts, canned and baked
goods, etc.

Sign up by October 9th! Fill out a survey in the narthex or click here.

Contact Jacquie Evans, Cammie Walker, or Toni Wilson with questions.
Share our event on Facebook!
Liking, commenting, and
sharing on Facebook is a
means of evangelism and
outreach. In this training session learn why you may want
to share your faith online and
how to do it authentically!
This training is for lay people
of all ages (and rostered ministers) to empower you to
share your faith with your Facebook feed.
REGISTER HERE
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour | 9601 Hull Street Road, North Chesterfield, VA 23236 | 804-276-4271 | lcosva.org
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ANNIVERSARIES

Barbara & Page Dowdy
Kenny & Macie Taggart
George & Clarice Reynolds
Chuck & Brenda Waldridge
Helen & Michael Weaver

***LCOS MEMBERS: If you
would not like your birthday &
anniversary dates published in
the newsletter, you may opt-out
by contacting the church
office!***
Did we miss an anniversary or
birthday? Please let us know!
Contact the church office.

10

BIRTHDAYS

9/4
9/6
9/24
9/25
9/30

Toni Wilson
Bill Sprinkle
Marchia Swanson
Michael Weaver
Marshall Young
Tom Haack
Barbara Dowdy
Chuck Waldridge

9/1
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/7
9/7

Doug Gray
Charles Ward
Delores Harris
Barbara Ferrara
Anna Howe
Dan Berdell
Alyse Hilton
Bruce Jacobs
Emma Williams
Allyson Leininger
Tanner Leininger
Mary Dumont
Alic Bandy

9/9
9/9
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/18
9/21
9/25
9/28

2022 NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Newsletter

Due Date

October

September 23

November

October 21

December

November 25

If you would like to submit information for inclusion in our newsletters, please refer to these
due dates.
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OFFICE
CLOSED

12
9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN

19
9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN
7:30pm Council
Meeting
26
9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN

"God's Work. Our Hands."
Sunday

11

10:30am Worship (Roslyn
Retreat Center)
11:45am Picnic (Roslyn Retreat Center)

18

10:00am Worship
11:15am Confirmation Class
11:15am Family Faith & Fellowship

10:00am Worship

25

10:00am Worship

5

Monday

4

Sunday

OFFICE
CLOSED
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

28

OFFICE
CLOSED
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

OFFICE
CLOSED
10:30am Richmond Friends of
the Homeless
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal
21

14

OFFICE
CLOSED
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

7

Wednesday

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN

29

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN

22

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN

15

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN

OFFICE
CLOSED

30

OFFICE
CLOSED

23

OFFICE
CLOSED

16

OFFICE
CLOSED

9

OFFICE
CLOSED

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN
8

2

Friday

1

Thursday

24

8:30am Esther
Circle

17

10

3

Saturday

GOOD TIDINGS

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN
7:15pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN
7:15pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal
27

20

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN
7:15pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal

9:00am 1:00pm OFFICE OPEN
7:15pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal
13

6

Tuesday

September 2022

11
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Thank You
RICHMOND FRIENDS OF THE HOMELESS

Outreach Ministry continues to provide monthly bagged lunches to RFOH. They are very grateful and appreciate our
consistency in feeding lunch to the homeless each month.
LCOS provided 138 bagged lunches on July 13, and 135 lunches on August 10.
Those who helped were: Mary & Kayleigh Dumont, Richmond & Judy Zehmer, Sharon Johnson, Gail Gilmore, Shirley
Hawthorne, Gail Kimpfler, Susan Polich, Pat Welling, Marchia Swanson, Clare Haack, Alic & Brittany Bandy, Marshall &
Marilyn Young, Margie Aunins, Becky Melton, Susan & Stacy McCoy, Sandy French, Jacquie Evans, and Laney Mullen.
Thank you to Maurice Beall, Don Pugh, and Ed, Margie, & Annie Aunins for delivering the lunches to Broomfield CME
Church.
Thank you to the Pulskamp family for organizing our lemonade and cookie sale after church on June 19. The proceeds
bought the supplies for the children to assemble 30 personal care packages (20 for men, 10 for women) on July 3 for
RFOH. Each package included deodorant, soap, soap holder, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrush, and wash cloth.
And thank you to Shirley Hawthorne for providing 2 casserole pans of cookies and 3 dozen fresh cucumbers in July.
Prayer Shawl Ministry,

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS:
the Nails family, Elaine & Ella,
Jan, Pat, the McCoy family, Norma, Christian, the Roth family,
Bertie, Brian, Glynn, Joe, Ken &
Karen, the Waldridge family, Peter,
Diane & David, the Marley family,
Gayle, Amelia, Steve & Beth, &

Just a note to tell you how much I appreciate and enjoy the
beautiful purple prayer shawl sent by my brother-in-law, Jim
Burnish. Please thank all the ladies who may have had a part
in its creation. It is truly like a warm hug to be enjoyed when
a warm hug is needed! God bless you!
Veronica (Ronnie) Burnish
THANKS THIS MONTH GO TO:
Rev. Dennis Andersen, for preaching and presiding at
Pastor Becca’s installation.
Rev. Elizabeth Radtke, for preaching and presiding in
August.

Marg

Walt & Gail Kimpfler, Jules & Nancy Roinnel,
Helen Weaver, Sandy French, Bill & Cammie
Walker, Jim Burnish, & Babs Benson, for organizing Pastor Becca’s reception.
Craig Nelson, Margie Aunins, Helen Weaver, Gail
Kimpfler, & Diane Beall, for serving as worship stewards at Pastor Becca’s installation.

Want to make a contribution to LCOS?
Go to lcosva.org/giving
for more information.

Don’t forget to read our weekly emails!
Not subscribed?
Like us on Facebook!
@LCOSva.org

Contact the church office
or click here!

Scott & Babs Benson, Diane Beall, Amanda
Lonnstrom, Becci Guthrie, Clare Haack, Renae
Schumann, Kelly & Landon Strunk, Jacquie Evans, Jackie Casey, Katie Williams, Pastor Becca,
Susan Kish, Helen, Bryce, & Henry Weaver, Delores Harris, & Luz Pulskamp, for volunteering at
VBS. Special thanks to Frank Watkins & Maurice
Beall for being our set-up crew, and to Jacquie Evans
for providing aloe plants for each family to take home on
the last night (the celebration and caretaking will continue at home!). Also, to everyone who provided supplies,
materials, & prayers for our VBS ministry.
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