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[Link to audio recording.] 
 
This morning’s gospel reading from Luke isn’t very long, but it still has four distinct parts 
that don’t necessarily seem to go along with each other. Each part is only a sentence or two 
and there isn’t really a transition between them. They can feel disconnected.  
 
“Have no fear, little flock.” That’s how it begins: with a reminder of God’s promise to 
provide for God’s people.  
 
And that promise of provision leads into Jesus’ remarks about selling possessions and giving 
alms to the poor and not selfishly hoarding one’s treasure. After all, if God has promised to 
provide, then we should be able to be generous with our wealth.  
 
Then there are the two metaphors for Christ’s return: as the master of the house and as a 
thief. These warnings can seem ominous. “Be ready!” 
 
The warnings that come at the end are not meant to scare us straight or thrown us into 
paralyzing fear of doing anything wrong…but remind us that we need not put off God’s 
work.  It is here for us to do now. We can take care of our neighbors now. We can prioritize 
God’s mission now. We don’t need to wait until the last minute, because who knows when 
that last minute will be?  Jesus says it plainly, “Be dressed for action and have your lamps 
lit.” 
 
One of the things we tend to ignore or put off is addressing our relationship to stuff. We’d 
rather focus on almost anything else. The Gospel of Luke, in particular, though, talks a lot 
about wealth and money and our relationship to it. Remember last week when we heard the 
story of the rich man and his barns? Later, in chapter 18, Jesus tells another man that he 
must sell all he owns and give the money from to the poor if he is to have eternal life. 
Conversely, Jesus in Luke continually talks about the generosity of people who have little, 
like the widow at the temple who contributes a small amount, but it is everything she owns. 
 
In this passage, it’s that well-known verse about “where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” A lot of times this is interpreted to mean that if you look at where you give your 
time or money, you’ll see what you prioritize, and that’s true, to an extent. We give of 
ourselves to things that we value. But this verse can also be understood to be prescriptive: if 
you begin to put your treasure into something, your heart will follow. You will be more 
invested. Your life will benefit. 
 
Think about it. It’s true! It’s like when you’re ready to buy a new car. It doesn’t matter what 
car you choose, all of a sudden, you’re going to see that car everywhere. Or it’s like anything 
you pay a fee to do: the gym, music lessons, a magazine subscription: you feel guilty if you 
don’t take advantage of it because you’ve already spent the money and so your heart is 
already somewhat engaged.  
 

https://youtu.be/pej6FEEnKCM
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This morning we’re going to talk about treasure: financial treasure and the treasure of our 
other resources, like our property, our time, our energy, and our gifts. Oftentimes when we 
talk about money in the church, we are talking about it because we need it. And, truth be 
told, a congregation does need money if we want to maintain our buildings and programs—
otherwise everything will simply decay and fall down around us. But even though all of that 
is true, we leave part of the story out. We don’t do a great job of talking about how giving 
can transform us, not just our building. 
 
And giving can be transformative. It can change the way we think about money; it can 
change our spending habits; it can change our understanding of ownership. 
 
There’s a story about a congregation in Ohio. For a long time, over a hundred years, this 
congregation had been worshiping as a neighborhood and city grew around it and expanded. 
It had a long life of lively worship and well-attended programs…but then the neighborhood 
began to shift. It happened slowly, but it seemed like overnight, everything had changed.  
 
As members moved out of the neighborhood, some continued to commute back for 
worship on Sundays, but many simply changed their membership to another church. The 
building sat empty, day after day, except for Sunday mornings, when a few extra cars showed 
up, the only signals that worship was happening inside.  
 
The congregation’s wealth and resources—not just money, but time and talent and energy—
were being hoarded, metered out carefully and sparingly, anything to make them last just a 
little longer. This congregation understood these resources as finite and as theirs. They 
weren’t God’s. Instead of the neighborhood, they put their money in themselves, in the 
congregation that had become little more than a social club for a small group of people.  
 
Their treasure was being put into keeping that club together, so that’s where their heart 
was—in themselves.  
 
The congregation reached a point when it knew it couldn’t go on anymore. Money was 
draining away fast and there was no sign of that trend slowing to reversing. With only a few 
months left to go before the accounts hit zero, they decided to close the doors and move on. 
Just as they reached that decision, however, someone had an idea—what if they went for 
broke? 
 
What if they went all in on the neighborhood? What if, instead of being afraid and coming 
from a place of scarcity, they decided to just give all they had to the people around them and 
see what happened? Certainly, there was skepticism…but at this point, there was nothing to 
lose! Soon, the congregation would be history, so what was the harm in trying something 
new? 
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And that’s what they did. Once they decided to invest their treasure in the community, some 
really incredible things began to happen. First of all, they actually got to know the people 
who lived in the houses surrounding them! Through conversations, they began to hear and 
understand the needs and hopes of their neighbors. And it was through this intentional 
listening that they had direction for their next steps.  
 
Before long, there was a weekly hot meal happening once a week. When it began, all it had 
was a short prayer, but soon people were asking for more and in time that hot meal was 
followed by a full-fledged worship service. Tutoring and afterschool care began happening as 
members realized they had skills in education and mentorship that weren’t being utilized and 
that the space that had previously sat empty Monday through Saturday would be perfect for 
working with children and youth. 
 
In short, this tiny congregation invested its treasure—its money, its energy, and its 
resources—in the community instead of selfishly keeping it for themselves, and their hearts 
followed. Now, these members who weren’t interested in their neighbors, who were wary 
about trying anything new—these people say they can’t imagine it any other way! They get 
deep joy out of what they see happening. Their hearts are full and overflowing with God’s 
love because they made the bold choice to put their treasure into God’s work and not into 
simply keeping themselves alive for a few more months.  
 
This story is an example of what can happen on a communal level when we decide to put 
our treasure into something new. There was new life and new purpose and all kind of action 
from the Holy Spirit. As you look at your life, where is your treasure going? As we look at 
our life as a congregation, where are we putting our treasure? Is it somewhere we want our 
heart to be? 
 
This way of thinking requires trust. It can be scary to reassess or reallocate our resources 
when we feel like they are scarce. After all, what happens if we give them all away and there 
is nothing left? But we have a God of abundance; a God who does not abandon us; a God 
whose good pleasure it is to give us the kingdom. So, although things might change and shift 
and our expectations might get turned on their heads, we can be assured that God’s 
provision will carry us through.  
 
Have no fear, little flock. 
 
Let’s put our treasure into God’s work.  
 
Amen. 
 


