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[Link to audio recording.] 
 
Wow, that’s quite a Gospel reading, isn’t it? Perfect for a Sunday where we’re celebrating our 
kids and VBS…oof. What a text! 
 
Whole households will be divided, parents against children and Jesus is telling us that not 
only is he expecting this to happen, he is the one bringing the division! He is the reason it’s 
happening. This isn’t the Jesus we’re used to hearing about. We’re used to the sweet, 
compassionate Jesus who brings peace and overcomes these kinds of rifts.  
 
… So, what do we do with this text? How do we interpret it? How do we reconcile the Jesus 
of peace and love and unity with this Jesus of harsh words? 
 
First of all, the kind of environment he’s describing doesn’t sound all that different than 
what many of us are experiencing now, does it? How many of you have a topic that has 
become off-limits with certain people because you disagree? How many of us have witnessed 
the comments section devolve into name calling and personal attacks? How many of us have 
turned on the news not to find helpful information and analysis, but fear mongering and 
half-truths that allow folks to dig into their position instead of finding common ground?  
I know people who have stopped talking to friends and family members because those 
relationships have grown so toxic.  
 
Is this what Jesus is talking about? 
 
Jesus says he hasn’t come to bring peace, but division. What does he really mean? Does Jesus 
want us to stop talking to one another? Is Jesus hoping for name calling and lines drawn in 
the sand? I really don’t think so. Jesus doesn’t describe division as aspirational, but maybe it’s 
a consequence. Maybe division is the natural consequence to bringing about justice. And maybe 
a false “peace” that relies on complacency in the face of oppression isn’t the goal.  
 
Maybe, when we really start focusing on the Gospel, on the liberating good news of God 
that brings good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and 
freedom for the oppressed, our lives will be shaken up and not everyone will be happy. See, 
when change comes, our fears kick in—where do we fit in? What is our role? What will we 
lose? 
 
It’s been said that when a person or a group has always been in charge, has always benefited 
from some kind of privilege or another, that equality can feel like oppression. I think that’s 
true. I think there are lots of times when we decide that certain kinds of discrimination aren’t 
okay any more or when we find fuller ways to include people who have historically been 
excluded and folks in power cry foul because they have to change the way they’ve always done 
things. Heck, even those of us who aren’t in power sometimes cry foul because it means 
something changes for us.  
 

https://youtu.be/P8Hx-CUqxw4
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A really clear example of this is the effort to make things more accessible for individuals with 
physical and mental disabilities. I’m not just talking about the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, but rather the social movement, as a whole, that realized large groups of people weren’t 
able to fully participate in many aspects of daily life like work, transportation, and even 
something as simple as buying groceries.  
 
When things began to shift, and companies had to start considering these people when 
designing their buildings or products or even advertisements, they balked. It was too 
expensive, they complained. It’s onerous and too complicated. They felt like they were being 
punished, when in fact, they were being asked to provide access to everyone.  
 
If we look at the history of the world, we can see time and time again when groups of people 
went from not having a voice or a seat at the table to being included or protected or even 
just seen. It happened after slavery was abolished. It happened when women got the vote. 
And it will continue to happen as we struggle to discern what God is calling us to next. 
 
Who are the people who are currently left out of the conversations? Who is at the margins?  
 
Who is in need of love and care and attention? Whose voice is not at the table? 
 
When we ask these questions, it causes tension. We don’t want to acknowledge that we’ve 
maybe left people out. We don’t want to acknowledge that there are things we could do 
better. We don’t want to acknowledge that our primary calling is to God, not to any 
individual, not to our political party, not even to our country. God is the focus of our 
allegiance. And so, we tend to lash out, increasing the divide.  
 
Knowing that this tends to happen, understanding that this is a natural consequence of our 
sinful, selfish tendencies...none of that makes it easy to process. And when we are talking 
about real relationships with people that we know and care about, the divisions hurt. 
But let me tell you where I see hope: it’s in the humanity we share, in the common identity 
we have as children of God. This identity can span any divide, any chasm we create between 
ourselves over our gender or race or political affiliation or nationality.  
 
We may feel more divided than ever, but if we can continue to find the little Christ in each 
of us, the face of God reflected in each person we meet, we’ll see God’s reign take hold. 
That’s what it takes, keeping our shared humanity at the center and listening for the call of 
God and the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In today’s reading from Hebrews, we hear about divisions; we hear about struggles and 
persecutions, but they are borne through faith. And it’s not just individual faith. It’s the faith 
of everyone, collectively, all together that carried them though. It’s how the Israelites 
survived when all the odds were stacked against them. It’s explained a bit in the end of this 
morning’s excerpt: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
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perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith.” (Hebrews 12:1-2a) 
 
It is this cloud of witnesses that continues to support us and continues to give us the 
grounding and faith to work through the things that threaten to divide us.  
 
Here in this congregation, we don’t all agree. And certainly, in our denomination and in our 
church as a whole, we have disagreements. But by God’s grace, our united identity as 
children of God can come first. We can look to one another as our dear, beloved sibling 
before anything else.  
 
Take heart.  
 
Amen.  


