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Luke 4:1–13 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 
2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when 
they were over, he was famished.  3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become a loaf of bread."  4Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread 
alone.'" 
  5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  
6And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given 
over to me, and I give it to anyone I please.  7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours."  
8Jesus answered him, "It is written, 
 'Worship the Lord your God, 
 and serve only him.'" 
  9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, 
 'He will command his angels concerning you, 
 to protect you,' 
  11and 
 'On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 
  12Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  13When the devil had 
finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Wafting down, it looked like a dove. A gentle being of fluttering peace and cooing 
love that alit upon him, still dripping with river water from the rite of a stark prophet 
who had imagined fire and winnowing fork instead. It’s the one occasion when the 
Holy Spirit of God almighty is ever embodied… and it looks like a gentle dove. But 
you know what they say about looks: they can be a bit deceiving. 
 
Some folks look for what they call “Spirit-filled” worship, or “Spirit-filled” 
experiences, or “Spirit-filled” fellowship. And I’m not sure that our kind of liturgical 
worship, or devotional experience, or mild fellowship is what they have in mind, at 
least at first.  No.  They are probably looking for a rush of the glory, a wave of joy, a 
sense of the spectacular…that we Lutherans are awfully good at either hiding or 
avoiding.   
 
But I have a lot of sympathy for folks who yearn for a “spirit-filled” experience these 
days.  I mean, with the economy as inflationary as it is, with the dispiriting cutbacks in 
means and hopes that many people are having to face, and with dreary days of winter 
and Covid still lingering on – I mean, who wouldn’t want a spirit-filled experience? 
…To carry us away from the doldrums of wanting a more fulfilling life than we seem 
to have, to let us transcend the deflating routine of these taxing problems and 
unreasonable expectations that dog us day after day, and to lift us out of this dreary 
winter wilderness of our souls, and with the rush of some power, the sweeping vista 
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of some angels on high, and some surging sense of a spectacular God!  “Hallelujah, 
Jee-sus!  Bring it on!”  Yeah, many of us would probably like some of that “spirit-
filled” stuff these days… 
 
Well, I hate to tell you this, but that kind of “spirit-filled” experience is almost exactly 
what the devil offered Jesus.  The rush of power over your situation, the sweeping 
vista of all anyone could ever hope for, and the gripping excitement of being 
spectacular  – this kind of “spirit-filled” experience and existence is what the devil 
offered to Jesus, who “full of the Holy Spirit” was “led by the Spirit in…the 
wilderness.” 
 
Luke tells us that there’s a big difference between “spirit-filled” experiences and being 
“full of the Holy Spirit.”  In the experience of our Lord Jesus, they mean very 
different things.  The Holy Spirit does not save Jesus (or us) from wilderness 
experiences.  Instead the Holy Spirit leads Jesus (and us) in the wilderness 
experience…of testing and temptation.  Harsh conditions, groaning hunger, long 
loneliness, and vexing and vying expectations – I don’t think this is what most folks 
have in mind when they seek “spirit-filled” experiences.   
 
But this is what being full of the Holy Spirit led Jesus to face.   
 
The Holy Spirit does not insulate one from temptation or trial; the Holy Spirit is not 
afraid of the Tempter; the Holy Spirit of God is almost restless for the contest with 
the devil.   
 
Almost every one of us takes some real and right comfort in the news that Jesus was 
tempted. This episode affirms the humanity of Christ, even as it challenges Jesus to 
understand his divinity, his being the true Son of God.  And some great and lasting 
truths are presented to us for our experiences of temptation and trial.  We learn that 
the devil is great at offering shortcuts that would get us out of our wilderness, our 
wrestling, and our want right now.  The truth is, human beings do hunger for many 
things: comfort foods, self-satisfaction, fullness of life.  From performance steroids to 
sexual affairs to get-rich-quick schemes, the devil offers many ways that would seem 
to gratify our desires now, and to end the hungering.  The devil hopes we’ll claim our 
power to end the wanting and to enjoy the having, now.  Because the more we fall for 
those shortcuts to satisfaction, the less we will hunger…for God.  And who should 
have the power and deserve the satisfaction more than the Son of God?  But “one 
does not live by bread alone.” That is a quote from the book of Deuteronomy.   
 



3 

Rev. Chris Price   March 6, 2022: 1 Lent 
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (North Chesterfield, VA)  Luke 4:1-13 

We now learn that the Jesus full of the Holy Spirit uses Scripture to combat the 
temptations of the devil.   
  
Over and over again Jesus resorts to the Word of God, and just so tells us that fullness 
of Spirit is an ongoing hunger for the Word of God.  When you or I stop hungering for 
God or the Word of God in this wilderness of temptations, then we’ve chosen to 
trust the devil’s lie about what will really make us feel fulfilled. 
 
The spirit-filled experience many seek includes a sweeping vista of all anyone could 
ever hope for.    And that’s what the devil offers Jesus next.  “Hey, you’re the Son of 
God!  Who better to have all the world’s glory and authority?  And the sooner, the 
better!  Why mess around in this wilderness of geopolitics and seething unrest any 
longer?”  This is the temptation to have the place of God without having to follow 
God, to get the glory and authority of God without having to suffer the terrible 
mystery and strange ways of God.  This is the choice of the great Caesars…of every 
age, including our own.  …Sheer gain, and almost no pain.   
 
But again Jesus voices Scripture, and amazingly tells us that the greatest glory is really 
to serve God, rather than to be a god.  The humble service of the Lord God has not 
only outlasted every great kingdom of the world; it has, surprisingly, also brought 
down every great empire of the world.   
 
Having all anyone could ever hope for is no substitute for serving the God of all 
hope.  
 
And now we discover that even the devil can quote Scripture. The Deceiver quotes 
the Psalms about God’s promise to deliver the Lord’s chosen from any fall or doom, 
and offers Jesus the chance to go for the spectacular!  God’s dramatic rescue of a 
plummeting Jesus would be this spectacular and convincing proof that Jesus is indeed 
the great Messiah, that there is a God after all, and that we could all move beyond the 
risk of sheer faith to the magnificence of certain salvation.  Even the devil quotes 
Scripture…to tempt us to abandon the everyday riskiness of faith.  Even the devil 
quotes Scripture…to warp our faith, so that it would all be about God saving us, 
instead of God saving others through us.   
 
It’s a subtle but great temptation: to make our faith all about God’s guarantee to save 
us, rather than God’s love to save others through us.  If all of this is about God just 
saving us, then we will have a grand time fantasizing about the splendor of the angels, 
and we will never take up that Cross and follow Christ in God’s mission to save 
others.  For Luke, this is the devil’s greatest temptation of Jesus – the temptation to 
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make faith all about my wonderful salvation, rather than God’s awesome will to save 
others…through me.  
 
What kind of church are we going to be?  The one which glories in its own salvation, 
or the church which follows Christ in the salvation of others? 
 
Even the devil can quote Scripture… During every time of disagreement and 
dissension within our church I have heard quotes from Scripture which seem to 
cheapen grace such that almost anything goes, and I have heard quotes from Scripture 
which seem rich in damnation, such that nothing and no one has a chance.  I think 
the devil has been busy quoting both these sets of Scripture to us.   
 
But I believe the Lord Jesus has been busy…preserving the true faith of his body, the 
Church.  Scripture is never to be used as our words to God about whom the Lord is 
sure to save or damn.  Scripture is God’s Word to us about the Lord’s awesome 
mission to bring desperately needed truth, healing, and salvation to people who are 
lost, messed up, and dying.  The question before us now is not whether God loves us 
enough to save us, but whether we love God…enough to pick up that thing (+) and 
join the mission of salvation.  When it comes to quoting Scripture, the devil can play 
Jesus’ game.  But the devil does not win, not then, or later at the opportune time of a 
cross, or even now.   
 
The devil does not win Jesus over, ever.  And by the grace and call of God, we are 
Jesus’ body, the Church: sorely tempted by the devil to warp our faith, yet grounded 
in the Scriptures as God’s precious Word, and trusting more than anything in the 
Christ who refused the spirit-filled experience of his own salvation, in order to go 
even to a Cross, full of the Holy Spirit for others’ salvation. 
 
Wafting down, it looked like a dove… But on a cross it is a grave-splitting phoenix, 
rising from all the ashes of the devil’s wiles.  There’s a big difference between looking 
for the spirit-filled experience and following Christ full of the Holy Spirit.  And to his 
everlasting frustration, the devil knows it. 


