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Picture yourself, a disciple, journeying with Jesus, walking along the road You know 
you are headed to Jerusalem. You know there is danger there. You know Jesus 
knows the danger that awaits him. Not long ago Peter had declared that Jesus is the 
Messiah of God. Promptly Jesus warned you not to tell anyone that, and told you the 
Son of Man would undergo suffering, rejection by the elders, chief priests and 
scribes. He would be killed by them. Yet, knowing this, he still set his face toward 
Jerusalem, which means you are also headed to Jerusalem and its dangers. And along 
the way Jesus continues to cast out demons, to heal even on the Sabbath, and to 
befriend the outcasts, further alienating himself from some, and posing a threat to the 
keepers of the law. 

 
Now today you are walking along and some keepers of the law, Pharisees, approach 
with a warning for Jesus. “Herod,” they say, ‘wants to kill you.” You wonder why 
Pharisees bother to warn him….Do they sincerely care about him? Or are they trying 
to redirect him to a place where they would have more control over him?...Their 
motive for issuing the warning really doesn’t matter. Herod is a real threat. Herod’s 
father tried to kill Jesus in infancy, and this Herod had John the Baptist beheaded not 
long ago. 

 
Jesus responds, but not with fear and trepidation, but with matter-of-fact defiance. 
He has no intention of halting his travels because of a threat by the governing 
powers, a threat of violence, or a threat that had been acted on in the past. Jesus 
commands the Pharisees to take a message to Herod, whom he labels a fox. (Fox 
often indicates contempt in rabbinical literature). Then Jesus spells out the timetable of 
his mission to them. “Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today 
and tomorrow and the next day I finish my work. (The third day brings to mind the 
resurrection.) Today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.” 

 
Yes, Jesus knows the danger that awaits him, he also fully understands his mission is 
to act with love and compassion healing, curing, releasing those bound by earthly 
infirmities.   He is to bring a vision of the Kingdom of God, a place with no more 
suffering, pain, alienation, and hate…..only love and oneness with God , deliverance 
from sinful ways. 
 
Jesus is clear about his mission. He also knows others reject it. He thinks of Jerusalem 
as a holy city, the home of the Temple, the place where sacrificial rituals of the Torah 
law are practiced. He also thinks of Jerusalem as the city that killed prophets , Uriah, 
Zechariah, and apostles or those who are sent). And one of the 3 temptations Jesus 
just faced was from the pinnacle of the temple. Yet with all those mixed images, Jesus 
keeps his mission clear and therefore, longs to draw inhabitants of Jerusalem to God’s 
ways, to offer comfort, protection, inclusion, and salvation, as a mother hen with her 
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chicks. Unfortunately, many in Jerusalem, in Israel, do not want to be gathered under 
the salvation of Jesus. 

 
He probably has feelings for Israel much like a parent would have when a child goes 
astray or makes poor decisions. That parent loves the child and wants to shelter and 
protect them from harm, but cannot stop them from choosing harmful ways. When a 
child stretches out and tries to fly, if they stumble the parent’s heart breaks. 

 
Still Jesus walks on knowing the choices of the Israelites will bring his death. 
And Jesus walks on knowing death will not have the final word, but resurrection will. 

 
So what are the implications for us in 2022? 

 
Each of us are on a journey now…walking with Jesus. What does that look like? 

 
Perhaps there is a clue in the second lesson when Paul, who is journeying with 
Jesus, appeals to his readers to imitate him. He says this not with vanity and 
boasting. Rather than putting stock in his own accomplishments and status as he 
used to do, he now puts his faith in the cross of Jesus. He calls on us to imitate that 
and not to follow false teachers espousing external rituals like circumcision for 
salvation. The cross was for Jew and Gentile alike…all people. 

 
In Greek “example” comes from the word typos, which refers to a blow that leaves an 
imprint, like what is left by a stamp or a seal.   In moral discourse the word typos 
came to be an example or pattern, an imprint on your mind that which marks and 
identifies you. Paul says his readers are to imitate him, even as he imitates Christ. 
They are to look to Jesus who acted in humility and self-sacrificial service. That, of 
course, led him to the ultimate sacrifice of giving up his life for the world. It led Paul 
to prison as a follower. 

 
So on our journey of life, we must ponder whether it is Jesus that imprints our life 
and leads us to service, or earthly things like fame, wealth, status, a desire for safety, 
better-than-thou attitudes. If we are following Jesus we will give up self-importance 
and boasting for the sake of serving humankind and improving the common good. We 
will risk dangers. We will stay focused on the mission of loving all people, of sharing 
the good news of Jesus who gives us all salvation, deliverance, and healing from sin. 
We will not cower in the face of danger or ridicule. We will seek inclusion for 
everyone in God’s plan of salvation, a plan worked out under the wings of our Lord’s 
outstretched arms on the cross. 
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It’s not easy to take an unpopular stance, to love those different from ourselves, those 
considered outcasts on the fringe of society. 

 
I read a reflection this week by Selina Mullin-Ingles of the United Church of Canada. 
For her this Gospel of Jesus journeying toward the danger and death in Jerusalem 
and staying focused on his mission of healing and forgiveness, is juxtaposed against 
the story of the prophet, Jonah. Jonah did not want to go to Ninevah. He had no 
love for the people there. Jonah spoke words of God’s grace but then received the 
Ninevites’ repentance with indifference. Jonah wanted wrath and violence. Jonah 
was controlled by fear fled from his mission by not setting his face to Ninevah but in 
the opposite direction. Jonah was controlled by exclusivity and so rejected God’s 
call to offer grace to the Ninevites. 

 
So now as we journey we have a mission to seek justice and healing in our world. 
Whom are we most like? Are we imprinted by Jesus or Jonah? Are we the angry ones 
controlled by fear and seeking exclusion or maybe even vengeance? Or are we like 
Christ motivated by love that fuels our courage in the face of fear; a love that renders 
violence powerless and refuses to heed the threats of the “powerful”? 

 
Our world is full of people needing to be seen as loved by God. They need to be 
seen and not dismissed as unimportant. They need to find refuge with us under the 
outstretched arms of Jesus. Refugees, victims of crime, children orphaned by war, 
folks stripped of voting rights, children diminished by unfair education, people stuck 
in a cycle of poverty, abusers of power and those harmed by their decisions, those 
held back by unjust laws, etc. 

 
When Jesus journeyed he saw those needing acceptance and healing…the widow, the 
leper, the demoniac, the poor, the hungry and he loved enough to do something. 
Jesus on the cross proved that he loved us and now wants us to love others. 

 
As we journey may we find ways to acknowledge those whom God calls us to see 
along the side of the road. May God give us the courage to do what we can to heal 
relationships, to right wrongs in this life thus giving a glimpse of the Kingdom Jesus 
died to usher in. 

 
If each of us in this Lenten season make it possible for just one other person to come 
under the outstretched arms of our Savior on the cross, his Kingdom will be a bit more 
visible on resurrection day. 


