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The Great Role Reversal 
 
Grace and peace from God, our Father and from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, Amen! 
 
I have to confess today’s gospel makes me squirm!  In fact, I wonder whether there is anyone 
who can hear or read Jesus’ blessings and woes without squirming?  For, Jesus lifts up those 
who live on the fringes of society: the poor, hungry and oppressed - rather than those society 
views as successful and happy.   
 
Apparently, we modern hearers of these words have a lot in common with those listening to 
Jesus’ that day on the Judean plain.  Like them, we too live in a society that believes material 
possessions are a sign of happiness. Sometimes, we express our self-satisfaction terms of 
blessings.  For example, some might say, “I am blessed to live in this great neighborhood.”  
Or, “I am blessed to earn a six-figure income and drive a BMW!”  
 
Even politicians utilize the term blessing in campaign rhetoric.  I’m sure we can all recall 
hearing one or another candidate during the last election boast that “Americans are ‘blessed’ 
to live in freedom in this great country!”  
 
Indeed, most of us count our material possessions in terms of blessings. And, we readily 
acknowledge, at least in part, others who have helped us attain them – people like our parents, 
teachers, friends and colleagues. Furthermore, to get ahead, we know that it is wise to trust 
the advice of experts in our field. But, we also trust other folk we don’t personally know that 
are vital to our very survival.  
 
These “others” insure our access to things like gasoline, groceries, education and medical care.  
 
How do we live our lives today, do we desire to be rich or famous in life to keep up with the 
Jones’ or do we desire to be God’s children to live a good and Holy life? I desire that, but can 
I fulfill that desire? I still sin, I am a sinner and cannot free myself, I sin in thought word and 
deed how about you? Does that mean I; we have the woes from God? 
 
How do we get the blessings Scripture talks about?  Do I, we have to give up everything we 
worked for and become poor?  Do we have to starve ourselves and be hungry? Do we have to 
weep because of our misfortunes?  
 
The sermon on the plain in Luke’s gospel shows us the beginning of how the world looks 
now that God in Christ has taken matters in hand. 
 
In order words, these blessings and woes announce that God, in Jesus Christ, already sees the 
world in a strikingly different way than we do. 
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The “real world,” for all those who are in Christ, is one in which most of the major status 
roles in life are utterly reversed.  
 
Without a doubt, one of the most fundamental impulses structuring all of our social 
relationships is status or privilege. Hence, those who benefit from a system of privilege will 
often go to extremes to insure their status and power. I’m sure right here in the Richmond 
area any one of you can tell me whom the person is to go to in order to get things done.  
 
In the first reading Jeremiah is stating the same thing about status and the social reversal of 
that status, “Thus says the Lord, cursed are those who trust in mere mortals, making mere 
flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord.  Whereas, blessed are those who 
trust is in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 
 
We can measure the strength of our trust in where we place our faith. If our faith is placed in 
mortal things, such as wealth and fame or power, what happens to our trust in God? If our 
first priorities are to be successful in life and measure that success by how much we have 
obtained, our possessions, where do we place God in the final analysis? 
 
Those who trust in mere mortals and possessions are living a life for now, for the moment, 
and can be equated with the “shrub in the desert,” illustrated in our first lesson, living a dry 
and unnourished life without God.  
 
However, those who place the Lord first in their life find a life blessed and nourished, like “a 
tree planted by the water!” 
 
This first lesson tells us we live by how our heart directs us. Either by devious, 
incomprehensible or corrupted ways or with divine words about God with the affirmation 
that God lives in us and knows our hearts and that He gives to everyone according to his or 
her ways. 
 
This trust does not mean belief– in what we do - our presentation or plan – although for 
Christians, our presentation is a good part of a Christian life. How we present ourselves as a 
good example to those around us! As Pastor Price mentioned in one of his sermons, “we may 
be the only Gospel others may hear”! 
 
It means our commitment and our devotion to the object, which is God.  Hence, that is the 
decisive point, to turn to what is human or to reverse our lives and turn to what is God! 
 
Today’s psalm also connects us to this reversal factor.  “Happy are those, who do not follow 
the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers, for 
their delight is in the law of the Lord. 
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As you know, during the time of the psalms, the law, or the Torah, was the way of the people 
of God. Nevertheless, today in the light of Christ, the law is that which is written upon the 
hearts of all those who believe.  
 
Therefore, for both the Old Testament people and for us Christians, our delight is in the law 
of God.  
 
Whereas, the righteous person becomes like a tree by the lake, fruitful, productive, predictable 
in their belief.  Yet, the wicked present themselves as unstable, insecure, and open to the 
whims and winds of the moment, carrying with them no weight of character. 
 
In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he was telling them to live the way as to what we 
attest. That we are Easter people and believe that Christ died for our sake, was buried, he rose 
from the dead and was resurrected into eternal life.  
 
He was the first fruit of those who have died. By identifying Christ as the first fruits, Paul 
asserts the continuity between Christ’s own resurrection and our own. Our destiny is 
unquestionably linked with the destiny of Jesus Christ. 
 
Because the Easter faith was and is the corner stone of Paul’s gospel, not to place one’s trust 
or to deny the possibility of resurrection would not only distrust or undercut Paul’s preaching 
but would render him a false witness, “misrepresenting God.” 
 
At the heart of the Christian faith, is a claim so central that our identity as a community of the 
Easter faith depends on it! Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again! 
 
Even in our Gospel for today, Luke will have us assert our role reversal. For the Sermon on 
the Plain is not talking to strangers but to those, Jesus knows, whereas, Jesus also knows us.  
 
After choosing his disciples and healing the people he now stands among them being 
identified with them, as He did at his baptism.  As we are also identified with Him. 
 
The blessings and the woes in our Gospel lesson today, can be taken as the “official” 
proclamation of the way life will be among the people of God.  Blessings and woes are to be 
heard with the assurance that they are God’s word to us, and God will implement them. 
These role reversals are conditions of those living under God’s favor (blessings) and those 
living under God’s disfavor (curses or woes). 

 
The great role reversals come to those who enjoy the blessing of this life and those who feel 
the woes in the setting now while on Earth, will have something different when the Kingdom 
of God comes.  This reversal, combined with that of setting now, over and against the future, 
puts the entire passage in the form of the (Kingdom to come) frame of reference. Luke’s 
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position is that the arrival of the Kingdom in its fullness will be marked by a complete reversal 
in the fortunes of the rich and poor, the powerful and the powerless, the full and the empty. 
A complete reversal! 
 
The great reversal of fortune announced in Jesus’ sermon is for those whom Jesus knows 
both personally and corporately. In other words, there can be no doubt that Gods’ Jubilee, 
His reward, has come, in the form of the Kingdom to Come, and that it is for us.  
 
The message of Jesus is resoundingly clear: God sees the world differently – and the Jubilee 
vision is now our vision as disciples.  
 
According to one commentator, “to say that Luke here contrasts present and future is not to 
say that he is urging disciples to sit and wait for that blessed future. Christ’s presence has 
already launched the reign of God’s love and care.”   
 
As Jesus said in the synagogue at Nazareth, his home town “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled.”  The Messiah who will come has come, and it continues to be “today” among the 
followers of Jesus.” 
 
God’s promise to us is for everlasting life.  We are chosen by the Holy Spirit to live a good 
and holy life.  However, the freewill of the Christian, that God grants to us, can be the kind of 
heart we expose to those around us.   
 
The Law of God is now written upon our hearts and the way we choose to live our lives will 
ultimately lead to a future of blessings or woes. This does not mean that God will gather us 
into Him or scatter us to the four winds, it means His forgiveness is unconditional because of 
what His Son and our Lord Jesus Christ   
Has done for us, die upon the Cross for our sake and our sins. 
 
All we can do is pray to God to give us a right path to follow.  We can follow in the ways of 
the Lord or we can turn away and live with the things we have gathered in this world.  A 
world where we enjoy our blessings now, living for ourselves today, and not for the future 
and eternal life.   
 
If we are trying to find fulfillment only through riches, wealth may be the only reward we will 
ever get – and it does not last.   
 
However, if we live our lives seeking the Kingdom of God, placing God through Christ as 
our first priority, establishing our trust and our social role, in the one true God, then we can 
be assured of living a life of blessings in the Kingdom of God to come! No matter how much 
we have in the bank.   When we put God in the center then everything will come together! 
God in Christ is first, last and forevermore!  Amen!  


