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What is it about this night?   
 We really do some strange things, when you think about it…   
From our warm, brightly lit homes  
 we have stepped out into the cold darkness of night.   
For something whispers to us that right in the cold dark night  
  we may actually glimpse the True Light  
       that signals the real home,  
 where we will find the warmth and acceptance  
     for which these restless hearts still ache.   
What is it about this night?   
 Many of us have arrived in some seasonal finery,  
  but all of us with hopes of somehow joining a cast  
    of the poor, the pushed around, and the put down.   
For something has told us that  
  while kneeling before the One laid so low,  
   we will actually be in the presence of the Most High;  
 and that right in the fragile weakness of this Child  
       we will know…God almighty! 
What is it about this night?   
 Forsaking all the lovely comforts and safety of home,  
   we grab face masks, head out into the COVID wilderness,  
     and squeeze into pew chairs to muse… 
  over sitting with earthy shepherds  
     out in dreary fields of roaming sheep.   
For something sings to us that tonight  
    it is only with the earthy  
     that we will encounter the truly Heavenly;  
 that only with the terrified and overwhelmed  
    will we learn of true peace and goodness for all;  
 and that only with those on the all but forgotten fringe  
     will we somehow be right in the middle  
  of the glory of the God who forgets not one of his own.   
What is it about this night?   
 Pushing aside all the glittering decorations of the season,  
       we come to gawk at a manger –  
  a crude feeding trough used by animals  
      in what was akin to a smelly barn.   
Why do we do this?   
 Well, tonight something deep and moving has told us that  
        only in this rough manger  
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 are we going to find the real comfort  
     for these hard and broken hearts of ours.   
 …Only from a manger will we feed on the love and compassion  
   that we can hardly find anymore in this stinking world.   
For as surely as he was laid in the manger for shepherds to find,  
  so this Christ is laid in tonight’s Scripture  
        for you to find…and adore.   
And as surely as he was right there in the feeding trough,  
   so this Christ is right here in the Bread and Cup  
    for you to feed on his mercy, promise, and life. 
What is it about tonight?   
 For a time, we leave all those presents and gifts behind,  
   in order to mark a Gift too profound for ribbon or bow.    
We focus on a baby…wrapped tight in ancient swaddling cloth.   
 And in this swaddled Child we discover  
     the gift of our delicate humanity,  
 which we’ve spent so much time and effort denying,  
      or hiding, or squandering, or betraying.   
We discover in this Child our true humanity again;  
      and just then, in the same moment,  
 we discover God’s true Divinity –  
  the God we’ve spent so much time and effort trying  
 to seek or to avoid,  
   to follow or to forget,  
     to bless in hope or to curse in despair.   
 
…Right in the sheer humanity, the sheer divinity of God-with-us… 
    in this wondrous way and for always. 
“What is it about tonight?”   
 It’s all about the birth of Jesus the Christ, the Son of God,  
  right in our world, our flesh, our time, and our mortality!   
It’s all about the birth of a Wonder that will unfold  
  to call us, claim us, challenge us, save us, send us,  
       and at length raise us…to Life  
 like we’ve never had it before  
  and will have only because of this Wonder of God’s love,  
in a squirming baby,  
  laid low in a manger, for a mother to hold,  
        and for shepherds to adore. 
 “What is it about tonight?”   
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 We know that as they wrapped him in swaddling cloth,  
     they will one day wrap him in burial cloth;  
  as they laid him in a stone manger,  
     they will one day lay him in a stone tomb;  
 and as they came to adore him and to tickle his soft flesh,  
  they will one day come  
     to mock him and to pierce his battered flesh.   
 
We know that his times with us  
    will become as dark as this night.   
But we’ve heard that the Wonder will even and just then shine  
     as the Light no darkness can overcome;  
and that this Son will rise as the sheer Wonder of God  
      that can only be glimpsed tonight… 
 by candlelight, from masked faces, as night falls,  
   in our drafty church, before a manger, with silent…awe. 
“What is it about tonight?”   
 There’s this incredible song,  
  passed from the heavens to those on earth –  
     a song of joy – a song of surpassing joy –  
         a song for us to sing!   
Jesus Christ is born!   
   So, sing out!  “Glory to God in the highest!”   
 Whether you can sing like an angel in divine chorus,  
     or can only bray like a mule in a barn,  
   it doesn’t matter, and the masks won’t succeed  
in muffling or stifling the great angelic song we join.   
    Tonight this Wonder is big enough for all  
        to make a joyful noise!   
“What is it about tonight?”   
   God is about tonight.  God is out and about tonight,  
    sending angels, calling shepherds, guiding Magi.   
God is out and about tonight;  
  and from her bosom God is peering up in wonder  
       at the face of God’s mother.   
      [Doesn’t that still blow your mind?]   
And as she lays him in that manger and moves out of the way,  
    for the first time God is looking up at the stars…   
  [Doesn’t that still stir your awe?]   
God is about tonight,  
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   now sending me, calling you,  
     guiding the Church to gather ‘round… 
        the Wonder of His Love.   
Merry Christmas! 

 


