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I was born and raised in St. Petersburg, Florida; however, I went to college at Lenoir-
Rhyne in Hickory, North Carolina. I was very ok going to a college that was 10 hours 
away from my hometown. And during my first year of college I was able to spread my 
wings and start growing into a new person. And it was wonderful. 
 
During Thanksgiving Break I headed back down to Florida to celebrate with my 
family, and on the Friday night after Thanksgiving my sister took me to a “reunion” 
of sorts. There was this amazing restaurant, bar-and-grill-type of place that would host 
a “reunion night” during the main college breaks - Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, 
and so forth. And so I went with my sister to this reunion. I wasn’t really looking 
forward to it - I knew that it was going to be just like high school again, which I really 
didn’t like when I was actually in it - and so I didn’t go in with the best attitude. The 
first person to greet us was someone who was a Senior when I was a Sophomore - she 
was very much in the popular clique - and I very much wasn’t. She stopped me and 
said, “Liz, it’s so good to see you. Where are you going to school now? What are you 
majoring in? How do you like it?” And I think I just stood there with my mouth open 
in total bewilderment. She knew my name. She was asking me questions. She was 
acting like she was really interested and wanted to know the answers. I was in shock. 
So we chatted and then parted ways. 
 
The next person that approached me was someone who was once a really good and 
close friend of mine - until she wasn’t. And it was a really rough falling out from my 
point of view. She acted like she was genuinely excited to see me. She asked how I 
was doing in school in North Carolina, and what I’d been up to. And again I just 
stood there shocked. What is this? My mind was reeling and I couldn’t wrap my brain 
around what was going on, so I just answered her and it ended up turning out to be a 
pretty decent conversation. And then we parted ways. 
 
I was needing some space, so I started making my way back to the patio. I would say 
“hi” and “how are you doing?” to folks I saw along the way, but I headed back there 
with haste. I finally made it to the glorious patio, and in the back corner of the patio I 
spotted a friend of mine. I headed over to her. She went to college at Florida State 
University - FSU, and she was surrounded by other FSU folks. I came up and said 
“hi” all smiles and she looked at me and said, “oh, hi.” She then turned back to the 
FSU group. I noticed that she was wearing a KD necklace - which was the same 
sorority that I pledged - Kappa Delta. I pointed this out to her and was excited that 
we now had even more in common. Her response dripped in apathy and she quickly 
returned to the FSU folks. I got the hint, and so I went to another table out on the 
patio - with my head swirling over what had happened that night. 
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I let my ego get in the way - let it set my expectations for the night - “I have changed 
but no one else will have.” As I begrudgingly walked through those restaurant doors 
with my expectations set, being faced with something so different was like a slap 
across the face. And looking back at it now I realize that I was totally being like one of 
the residents of Nazareth when Jesus came back to visit. I was expecting things to be 
the way that they were - and. they. weren’t! 
 
Jesus is preaching in the synagogue back in his hometown of Nazareth. He is 
surrounded by the people who surrounded him as he grew up. They remembered 
when he was 7, they remembered when he was a teenager, they remembered who he 
was as he was growing into his ministry and into his title of Messiah. 
 
Last week we heard Jesus reading from the scroll of Isaiah, and then he proclaimed 
that he was the fulfillment of the Messianic Prophesy in Isaiah - and we heard that 
today at the beginning of our gospel. And how do the hometown people respond? 
They spoke well of him. They were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. Awwww. Look at our little Jesus all grown up. 
 
But that wasn’t the end.  Jesus then takes those gracious words and expands them to 
“those people.” Those are the people that we don’t like, those are the people who 
don’t know and understand God the right way, those are the people that are outside 
of the covenant.  Jesus - you can’t extend your gracious words to them! You can’t 
change the rules, you can’t change my expectations. Those people can’t change, can’t 
be worthy too - that person can’t like me now; that person shouldn’t know my name; 
that person should be nice to me. What is going on?!?!?!? 
 
So, what were these amazing gracious words that Jesus was speaking - which first gave 
comfort and then enraged others? Let’s look at our other readings for today. 
 
Let’s start with Jeremiah - God has come to Jeremiah, touched his lips, and told him 
that he will now be a mouthpiece of God’s words. And those words will pluck up and 
pull down people, they will destroy and overthrow nations and kingdoms, but they 
will also build up and plant, take root in people. God’s word will do all of these 
things, bring hope, freedom, life for some, and at the same time bring destruction, 
pain, and death to others. 
 
Our Psalm talks about God being our strength and our stronghold, a castle to keep us 
safe. And this strength, stronghold, and safety come to us in the womb and follow us 
all of our life - it sustains us. 
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And our New Testament reading - which we might have heard at weddings or 
funerals - is about love. How love is in, with, and under our beings, that it is kind, that 
it never ends. And that out of hope, faith, and love - God desires love the most. 
 
So, In God, who is our strong rock and safety, through God who touched our lips - 
which allow our words to be the Word of God - the words that are spoken are words 
of love; a kind, patient, everlasting love. 
 
And so it makes sense why the people of Nazareth are grumpy - Jesus on that day - 
standing strong in the refuge of God - Speaking God’s Word - extended and 
expanded God’s love to people that they were taught and they believed to be 
unworthy. And this radical love threatened them, it was plucking them up, destroying 
them - it challenged what they thought, what they knew. They were hearing God’s 
true Word to them and it was too much - they couldn’t stop believing what they knew 
and because of that Jesus became the bad guy. 
 
And so now I think about us. When confronted by the expanse of God’s love, and 
whom it incorporates: can it threaten us, can it be dangerous to us, can it pluck us up 
or destroy us? Is there anyone who we would still say isn’t worthy of God’s love? 
How about the bully at school that belittles you and makes you feel so small; or how 
about the ones who have different ideologies than you, those that are radical in their 
beliefs and actions; or how about a thief who took your safety, an embezzler who 
took your money, a person on death row who took a life - how enraged would you 
feel if you knew God loves - loves these people as much as God loves you? That God 
embraces these people as God embraces you. That God shelters them as God shelters 
you. It can definitely get your ire up to be on the same level as them - even to the 
point that you might want to take out your anger on the messenger of God’s patient, 
encompassing, and never-ending love.  
 
However, even while you might stew in your ire, the grace that greets our convictions 
is the same love that God extends to all. You get to experience God’s patient love for 
you when you come up to the table with empty, broken, outstretched hands and they 
are filled with the forgiving and redeeming body and blood of Christ. You get to 
experience God’s encompassing love for you as you dip your fingers into the 
baptismal front, draw a cross on your forehead and remember your drenched-ness - 
when those claiming waters are infused into every cell in your body. You get to live 
into God’s never ending love for you as you gather here among the cloud of witnesses 
- the others that are here with you now - and share God’s peace with each of them - 
staring into the eyes of someone whom God loves and join with them in seeing more 
fully and practicing what the Kingdom of God looks like. 
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God calls us, and even convicts us, to take this love and do with it as Jesus did - 
unabashedly shower it upon all whom you encounter out there in God’s world, using 
God’s words. 
 
You know, it is hard to go home. So much has changed, yet so much also remains the 
same. As you grow throughout your life, your relationship with God will change too - 
but know that God has touched your lips, provided stronghold where your ego and 
blemishes are removed, and filled your lips with God’s words of never-ending love, 
during every step of your journey, through every day and night of your life. And this is 
for the benefit of the ones who will hear your words and become freed by them - for 
those who will come to realize that God’s love is for them, too. God empowers and 
guides you as you walk into this calling; and God’s trust, hope, and love are placed in 
you whatever our expectations. And for this, I give thanks. Amen. 


