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Pastor Price’s Corner
Aha!
They are moments when things suddenly make sense—when it all “clicks”. They are
moments when we suddenly understand something that’s been defying our
understanding. They are moments when we realize that we’ve crossed a threshold,
and now see things from a new point of view—and our life from a better, more real,
and more exciting perspective. They are “Aha!” moments.
“Aha!” moments are important, and mark so much of our growth and development.
Remember that moment in the third grade when multiplication suddenly made sense?
Remember the time when you realized you were truly in love? Remember the thrill of
discovering what you really wanted to do with your life? “Aha!” moments can be
exhilarating. But they can also be sobering, if not upsetting. Remember the sudden
and dashing hurt of discovering that a loved one was not who you thought they were?
Remember the sense of betrayal at finding out that your “friend” was telling others
your secrets? Remember the time it dawned on you that, like your grandparents, you
also would one day have to really die?
An “Aha!” moment is a good way to think of an epiphany. In the Christian calendar,
January 6 is the Epiphany of Our Lord. It marks the visit of the Magi, led by a great star
to find the infant Jesus. And it was both an exciting and a threatening moment. The
Magi were excited to find the newborn King of the Jews; but King Herod was terribly
threatened by this revelation. The Sundays after Epiphany will present us with
accounts of several “Aha!” moments, when some people will suddenly see Jesus and
so each other in a new light, and when others will be threatened by what Jesus is
coming to mean. We’ll hear of a voice from heaven at the baptism of Jesus, the miracle
of water changed to fine wine at a wedding feast, tired and frustrated fishermen
suddenly hauling in an amazing catch of fish, and then finally a mountain-top
experience of Jesus’ glory. The hope of this season is that you and I will have, or will
revisit, some “Aha!” moments, when we see Jesus and each other in a new and truer
light.
Some would say that January 6, 2021 was also an epiphany day—an “Aha!” moment.
We all remember watching in stunned disbelief as frustrated people who gathered to
protest the presidential election suddenly stormed our Capitol, injured Capitol police,
invaded the halls of Congress, trashed legislators’ offices, and even began “hunting”
for certain Senators or Congressmen! It might be tempting for some to say that this
was an epiphany day, when the real character of “insurrectionists” was revealed. But I
urge caution. Those who broke the law should be prosecuted. But should they be
demonized? The Jesus who stormed the Temple, overturned moneychangers’ tables,
and drove them out might look very similar to some of the “insurrectionists” of last
year . . .
I believe we’re still waiting for the real “Aha!” moment about January 6, 2021. And
that’s why I pray for the investigations into the event to succeed. I don’t think we
really understand it yet. Our political climate fosters so much labeling and
scapegoating, and so little patience and respect. I long for that “Aha!” moment, when
we suddenly understand one another and why we have taken the stands we have.
There will never be universal agreement in our democracy, but there sure needs to be
greater understanding of fellow countrymen. As with all true epiphanies, some will be
excited to see things in a new and truer light; and some will be threatened by the
revelation of the truth. But only the truth will be able to make us free.
Pastor Price
Interim Pastor

MONTHLY ATTENDANCE:
DECEMBER
Date

In Person Online*

Dec. 5

79

112

Dec. 12

95

114

Dec. 19

86

112

Dec. 24
(5 p.m.)

35

145

Dec. 24
(8 p.m.)

x

Dec. 26

x

114

TBD

99.5

AVG.

*Online numbers include Facebook livestream, YouTube
views, Podbean downloads,
and email opens.
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A Monthly Message
from our Council President:

The Book of Job is one of the most celebrated passages in the Old Testament, not just because of its literary excellence, but also because of the profound questions it asks regarding God and the challenges we all face as human
beings. In the Book of Job, Job is a “blameless” and “upright” man who has led an incredibly blessed life. To challenge Job’s devotion to God’s ways, God allows a series of tests to occur to Job. These tests included him having his
children pass, being stripped of his possessions, and having terrible afflictions to his skin.
Job is offered many opportunities to turn his back on God, and the goodness that preceded these trials and tribulations. Job refuses to turn his back on God, lamenting his troubles, but acknowledging that God’s ways are beyond his comprehension. By continuing to stay faithful and loyal to God in both word and deed, Job is ultimately
rewarded and able to get past his troubles and tribulations.
Our Church has undergone a number of challenges over the past two years. The Covid-19 pandemic has upended
our lives in every way we can imagine. It appears to a lot of us that every time we are about to turn a corner, a
new twist is thrown in that makes it difficult to get back to the pre-pandemic “normal”. We are in the middle of a
pastoral transition, and are incredibly blessed to have an Interim Pastor like Pastor Price. We all experience our
own personal trials and tribulations on a daily basis.
In the face of these trials and tribulations, we have stayed resilient as a Congregation, and true to God. We continue to make worship accessible, whether it be through in-person or online channels. We continue to “Love thy
neighbor as thyself,” with incredible participation in the Church through activities such as the resumption of our
Bell Choir, writing thank-you notes to those who helped make LCOS’ financial future more sustainable through
the Mortgage Reduction fundraiser, and gathering to clean the Memorial Garden on Property Work Days. Most
importantly, we continue to stay connected as a community, blessed as a Church to have leaders all throughout
our Congregation. With the Call Committee installed and the continued positive momentum in our Church, we are
meeting the challenges we face head-on and in a way that is true to our faith, and to God.
I feel incredibly humbled and blessed to have been elected as President of LCOS’ Church Council, and look forward to serving this Congregation in the best way I know possible. I am grateful to have learned from the two

Presidents that preceded me, Helen Weaver and Paul Dugent. Helen and Paul, who for as great of Presidents they
were, are even better people when you get to know them. When I think of the incredible progress LCOS has made
under their leadership and its continued upward trajectory, I am reminded of a quote by Franklin Delano Roosevelt: “The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today.” As a Congregation, I am hopeful
we will continue to strive for that realization of tomorrow that we all seek, and that Council will continue to drive
an overall strategy that meets the expectations of the congregants at LCOS.
May God bless you and I look forward to partnering with you all to see what 2022 brings for LCOS.
Ryan Shannon
Council President
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Your Church Council meets monthly, usually on the 2nd or 3rd Sunday of each month. The following are just a few highlights from our
December meeting. If you have any questions, please contact a Council member. We are re-starting the Council tab on our members' site:
go to members.lcosva.org/church-council for recent statements,
this month's Council's Corner, and full meeting minutes. A reminder
that the site is password protected. If you are an LCOS member and
need the password, please contact Kayleigh in the church office.

•

•

•

•

Treasurer reported that while we had a deficit during
the month of October, we had an overall surplus for
the month of November.
After some review of the Memorial Fund guidelines, it
has been determined that the money in this fund can
be used to help make improvements and general upkeep of the Memorial Garden. Council will try to identify a chair and possibly a sub-committee who work
as part of the Property Committee to make recommendations and help oversee this fund in 2022.
Council approved a motion to give a one-time gift to
the Synod as an appreciation for the effort that will be
made in the upcoming year to assist us in our search
for a new pastor.
Council elected and is pleased to present the following elected officers for 2022:
•
•
•

•
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Council President – Ryan Shannon
Council Vice President – Mario Cuellar
Council Secretary – Megan Cheatham

Council elected and is pleased to present Helen Weaver as chair of the Call Committee that will work to call
our new pastor for LCOS in the coming year.

2022
Class of 2023
Margie Aunins
Mario Cuellar (Vice President)
Ryan Shannon (President)

Class of 2024
Dan French
Earl Shaffer
Richmond Zehmer

Class of 2025
Brittany Bandy
Babs Benson
Megan Cheatham (Secretary)

David Schumann (Treasurer)
treasurerlcos@gmail.com

For contact information for these
individuals, please refer to our
Church Directory.
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My Concept of Christian Stewardship
Grace and Peace to our people of LCOS,
Let us begin by thanking those who have brought stewardship to mind in our church. For, if we
are not faithful stewards of our time, talent, and money . . . how can we make a difference here
and now? Today, I share with you three scriptures.
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father, is this: To care for orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” (James 1:27)
How can we take our time and resources and make a difference now and in the many years to
come? What can we say and do that upholds healthy life and Spirit in lives near us . . . some
we will never meet . . . and others that aren’t even born yet?
“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his
own purpose he gave us birth by word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of
his creatures.” (James 1:17-18)
I know . . . we just had Christmas and some toys are already broken, and money deposited . . .
but it still counts. If you mowed the church lawn and it has to be mowed again in a week or
two, does it matter? Yes. You met that need at that time and place. If you shared your time,
food, money—it matters, even with people you may not see again. Perhaps my giving is most
significant when I am not at the center.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 2:4-5)
I invite you to live as part of that “spiritual house.” And for those who feel called to such, you
are welcome to join our new LCOS Stewardship Team to help our congregation share in ways
that matter.
Scott Benson,
Stewardship Team
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Power in the Spirit Jan. 31 - Feb. 2
Join the VA Synod for live online sessions. We’ll open
our virtual doors at 5:30 PM each night, and by 5:45 PM
we’ll be enjoying lectures and workshops from a variety
of leaders. At 7:00 PM we’ll close with worship. The
Rev. Kevin Strickland, Bishop of the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA, joins us as our keynote speaker!
REGISTER HERE

TECH TEAM
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need more volunteers to work the camera for
livestreaming our worship services. If you can
help, please contact the church office.

Ties that Bind
will meet on
Saturday, January 22 at 10 a.m. at LCOS.
The Outreach Ministry Team sincerely appreciates and thanks the congregation for
a very successful year! Outreach was able to provide assistance in our local community in many programs and globally through the ELCA Good Gifts Program due
to your generous support and encouragement in all our programs.
Remaining funds in the 2021 budget were distributed as follows:
 $150 payable to CCHASM (Chesterfield-Colonial Heights Alliance for

NEXT SERVING DAY: JANUARY 12
We need AT LEAST 3 more volunteers!
Sign up here.
Lunches need to be dropped off at LCOS on
January 12 10:30-11 a.m.
Please contact Diane Beall with questions/concerns.

Social Ministry). CCHASM provides food, financial assistance, and career
clothing to area residents experiencing an emergency situation.
 $300 to enCircle Minnick School of Roanoke which helps students 5 to 22

years who have challenges in public schools reach their academic, behavioral,
vocational, and developmental goals. We received a thank you note and a
brochure on the Minnick Schools which is posted on our bulletin board in the
narthex.

 $300 to LCOS Giving Tree Preschool for future scholarship funding.
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We are excited to welcome back the children from Christmas
break. Our Christmas Pageant was a wonderful
experience and I’m so pleased that Stacy was
able to livestream this event to reach more
family members and friends. Our themes for
this month are “Discover Winter” and “My
Five Senses”. We have many activities planned
to explore these themes. The Bible story is
“Daniel and the Lions’ Den”. God always looks
after us and protects us!
I am pleased to say that 89 items from our Mitten Tree were
donated by preschool families and church members to Richmond
Friends of the Homeless last month! In all these years we have
never had this abundance of hats, scarves, mittens, hats, and
socks! As of Christmas Eve, the tree was again covered in donations that will be distributed this month. Thank you so much for
your generosity!

CONTACT US:
804.276.8194
PRESCHOOL@LCOSVA.ORG
GIVINGTREEPRESCHOOL.ORG

Like us on Facebook!
@givingtreepreschool.org

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
A Synod Winter Celebration
It’s not too late to register! This weekend retreat for 9th—12th graders will take place January
21—23 at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg. A Zoom option is available for those concerned about
Covid safety or with mobility concerns. Contact Karen Watkins or Helen Weaver if interested.

Mark your calendars: Lost & Found at Eagle Eyrie
March 4—6, 2022 [tentative] (Friday evening to Sunday 12noon)
In-person retreat for 7th—8th graders and their adult congregational advisors, with an online option for anyone who cannot attend in person.
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour | 9601 Hull Street Road, North Chesterfield, VA 23236 | 804-276-4271 | lcosva.org
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During Advent, our group
was quite active! On November 30, Renae Schumann delivered the
Christmas gifts for the
family we sponsored
through the Christmas
Mother to the Chesterfield Fairgrounds. We received a nice thank you
card from the Christmas
Mother which is posted
on the bulletin board at
church.
On December 4, several
families gathered at
church to help decorate the Chrismon tree. After learning about the Chrismons and
examining the symbols found on some of them, we blessed the tree and then began
decorating. I think the children (and adults) learned a lot and loved being a part of
getting our sanctuary ready for Christmas. Thank you to Artie Strunk and the
Worship & Music Team for inviting us to participate! And thank you to Nate Ballentine for climbing the ladder to decorate the very top of the tree.
On December 12, 8 families gathered for Angel Day! We enjoyed hot chocolate and
cookies; listened to the stories of the angels appearing to Mary, Joseph, and the
shepherds; enjoyed a wonderful skit called Gabriel's Report by Henry and Bryce
Weaver; and then sang some angel carols with Mrs. Kish! The culminating activity
was creating a variety of angel crafts: handprint angels, angel cards, cinnamon
stick angels, small wooden angels, and large wooden garden angels. The highlight
for many kids may have been hammering and nailing those large garden angels
with Mr. Watkins and Mr. Beall! Thank you to all who helped make this day such a
success: Helen Weaver, Clare Haack, Maurice and Diane Beall, Inga Noble, Babs Benson, Frank Watkins, Susan Kish, and Pastor Price.
Looking Ahead . . .
We will continue meeting on the second and fourth Sundays of each month.
However, our new meeting time will be immediately after worship.
In order to allow for the transition from worship to Family Faith, we'll begin with a
snack. We are asking families to sign up to provide a light snack. Possibilities
might include: cheese sticks, crackers, fruit, yogurt, etc. Easy-to-eat single servings are best. Please sign up here to choose a Sunday to provide a snack.
Plan on being inside, unless we have a warm day!
We'll continue to use our families learning together model.
January 9 - Epiphany and the Baptism of Jesus
January 23 - Young People in the Bible series, beginning with the story of Joseph
and his brothers
I'm looking forward to seeing you in 2022!
- Karen
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ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
Don Avery
Laura Jackson
Karen Watkins
Jessica Sullivan
James Guthrie
Cammie Walker
Richmond Zehmer
Louise Pugh
Artie Strunk
Noah Strunk
Alysoun Goebel
Kayleigh Dumont
Laura Watkins
Clare Haack
Erin Howe
Chris Price
Lily Farmer
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1/1
1/2
1/3
1/8
1/11
1/11
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/15
1/16
1/21
1/22
1/25
1/30
1/30
1/31

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS:
Steve, Tom, Eric, Pam, T. C.,
Beth, Jean, Nancy, Linda, Mitch,
Nancy, Karl, Whitten, Terry, Maria, Marg, Victor, Ken, Charles,
Rachel, & Cindy

Alic & Brittany Bandy
Jack & Anne Frost
Jerrica & Joshua Proffitt

1/14
1/20
1/26

***LCOS MEMBERS: If you would not like your
birthday & anniversary dates published in the
newsletter, you may opt-out by contacting the
church office!***
Did we miss an anniversary or birthday?
Please let us know! Contact the church office.

2022 NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Newsletter

Due Date

February

January 21

March

February 18

April

March 25

May

April 22

June

May 27

July—August

June 24

September

August 26

October

September 23

November

October 21

December

November 25

If you would like to submit information for
inclusion in our newsletters, please refer to
these due dates.
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Wednesday

24
9:00 AM - 1:00
PM OFFICE OPEN
7:30 PM Council
Meeting

31
9:00 AM - 1:00
PM OFFICE OPEN

23

10:00 AM Livestream & Indoor
Worship
11:00 AM Family Faith & Fellowship

30

10:00 AM Livestream & Indoor
Worship

26

9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
PM OFFICE OPEN
7:15 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

25

9:00 AM - 1:00
9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
PM OFFICE OPEN PM OFFICE OPEN
7:15 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

10:00 AM Livestream & Indoor
Worship

19

18

17

16

7

Friday

13

14

9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
PM OFFICE OPEN

6

Thursday

21

28
9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
PM OFFICE OPEN

27

9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
PM OFFICE OPEN

20

OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 AM RichPM OFFICE OPEN
mond Friends of the
Homeless

12

9:00 AM - 1:00
PM OFFICE OPEN
7:15 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

11

9:00 AM - 1:00
OFFICE CLOSED
PM OFFICE OPEN

4

Tuesday

10:00 AM Livestream & Indoor
9:00 AM - 1:00
Worship
PM OFFICE OPEN
11:00 AM Family Faith & Fellowship

9

10

OFFICE CLOSED

Food Pantry Sunday

10:00 AM Livestream & Indoor
Worship

3

Monday

2

Sunday

JANUARY 2022

29

10:00 AM Ties that
Bind

22

8:30 AM Esther
Circle (Women's
Group)

15

8

1

Saturday

11
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Thank You
RICHMOND FRIENDS OF THE HOMELESS

The Outreach Ministry is continuing to provide monthly bagged lunches until we’re able to resume serving hot casseroles in person.
The decision to return to hot casseroles has been delayed due to revised CDC requirements. We will continue to provide updates.
LCOS provided 123 bagged lunches on December 8, 2021.
Those who helped were: Mary & Kayleigh Dumont, Betty Pavick, Richmond & Judy Zehmer, Diane Beall, Sharon Johnson, Gail
Gilmore, Clare Haack, Doug Gray, Margie Aunins, Amanda Lonnstrom, Jacquie Evans, and Laney Mullen.
Thank you to Margie, Ed, & Annie Aunins for delivering the lunches to Broomfield CME Church.

Because of the pandemic our support for the monthly lunches took on a different form this year; however, the Outreach Team was
very successful with our bagged lunches. Many additional members in the congregation have welcomed the opportunity to serve
and enjoyed the interaction with others when delivering their lunches. LCOS provided 1,664 bagged lunches for 2021! This ministry
is a team effort and could not have been accomplished without your support!
Marsha Donovan wishes to thank everyone who helped with the interment of her mother and former LCOS member, Mary Lou Himmelman, on December 11. A special shoutout to our property volunteers who dedicated their time to cleaning up our Memorial Garden,
including spreading mulch and assembling two new benches.
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for your most-generous Christmas gift. It is an honor to
serve as the Interim Children's Ministry Coordinator and I am humbled that
you have trusted and supported me during the past seven months as I have taken
on this role. I look forward to continuing to serve LCOS until we have a new
pastor and can hopefully look for a more permanent candidate to carry out the
important work of faith formation for out children and youth.

With appreciation,
Karen Watkins
What a joy it was to have children and their families
be able to worship together again on Christmas Eve!
Many thanks to all who helped with our Nativity Tableau - Luz, Dan, & Camila Pulskamp as the holy family;
Kenny Taggart as the shepherd chieftain; Karen Watkins
as the archangel; and all of our young shepherds and
angels. Special thanks to Rick Kish for using his woodworking skills to make our manger safe for a real baby
(or toddler, as the case may be) to sit in it.

My LCOS Family,
Thank you so much for your Christmas gift. Your generosity during this challenging time of pastoral transition and continuing
pandemic is incredibly heartwarming. Happy New Year!
Kayleigh Dumont

Want to make a contribution to LCOS?
Go to lcosva.org/giving
for more information.

Like us on Facebook!
@LCOSva.org

Don’t forget to read our weekly emails!
Not subscribed?
Contact the church office

Thank you so much for your generous gift at Christmas time!
I appreciate so much your thinking of me and look forward
to a new year of making music together at LCOS!
Susan Kish

THANKS THIS MONTH GO TO:
Rev. Rick Krasneck for supplying in December.
Maurice Beall, Scott & Babs Benson, Jim Burnish, Jacquie Evans, Dan French, Doug & Valerie
Thorp Gray, Tom Haack, Rick Hawk, Laney Mullen, Craig Nelson, David Reese, Elisabeth Sanger,
Ryan Shannon, Ellen Stefaniak, Doug Svoboda,
Bill Walker, Frank Watkins, & Michael Weaver
for their help on Property Work Day.
Tom Haack for coordinating the installation of the new
playground fence.
Everyone who helped make and bake Communion
bread, including Babs Benson for organizing.
The Worship & Music Team, who erected and decorated our Chrismon Tree, brought hymnals back into the
sanctuary, and got us ready to worship through Advent
into Christmas.
Marsha Donovan for her generous donation to our
Memorial Fund.
Karen Watkins, Clare Haack, Maurice & Diane
Beall, Inga Noble, Becci Guthrie, Helen, Bryce, &
Henry Weaver, Frank Watkins, Susan Kish, &
Pastor Price, who provided our children myriad ways
to learn about angels during an educational event that
included listening, watching, doing, and joy!

THANK YOU, ALL!

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour | 9601 Hull Street Road, North Chesterfield, VA 23236 | 804-276-4271 | lcosva.org

