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Dear Siblings in Christ,  

 

I imagine that some of you feel that you are not living courageously. Courage, 

however, is expressed in many ways. Courageous people, for instance, do not run into 

dangerous situations if they have no expertise or knowledge of the problem. The most 

courageous people I know have faith to wait until a direction is clear. 

Real courage is knowing yourself, honestly—being aware of what your gifts and assets 

and skills are and what they are not. Real courage does not delete fear; it recognizes 

fear as a God-given resource that helps us survive and understand what human fear is. 

In scripture we are reminded not to fear, not to allow fear to stop us from speaking 

out, doing what is right in the eyes of God, and speaking the truth to power.   

You may believe that you are not living with courage and you may be correct, but 

please do not confuse courage with testing God. When Jesus is tempted in the desert 

after his baptism, one of the temptations is to throw himself down from the high 

place, only to prove that God will protect him. Jesus resists the tempter’s dare. It is so 

with us. We do not test God by placing ourselves in needless danger. The weak in 

faith do so for proof, but it is not so with you and me. 

Courage is doing what you are able, even when it makes you uncomfortable, to edify 

or build up the realm of God in the place to which you are called. Whatever gifts you 

have come from God and we are called to share what we are given with others. Please 

be encouraged and know that staying connected, in whatever way you are able, is 

courageous and faithful! Worshiping at home, in the parking lot in your car, or in 

person—all of these are faithful responses. God sees your courage and your faith. If 

you are able, please give courageously.   

Thank you to those of you who are supporting the ministry of LCOS. Thank you to 

those who are stepping up to additional giving. Thank you to those who are 

considering giving for the first time. Thank you to those who are courageous in 

staying connected and are planning to give when you are able.   

 

Yours in Christ and courage, 

Pastor Kim Triplett 


