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Dear LCOS Family, 
 
 
Typically in the fall we begin a stewardship campaign for the following year. You might 
be thinking, “Didn’t we just have a campaign?” Yes, we began a stewardship campaign in 
April to address the likely effects from ceasing inside worship services due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In my letter announcing the Generosity Matters stewardship 
program, I outlined the measures the Council and the Finance Committee were taking to 
strengthen our finances. I am pleased to report that due to the actions taken by the 
Finance Committee to take advantage of government assistance programs and due to the 
generosity of our congregation, LCOS is in a solid financial condition as we prepare the 
budget for 2021. 
 
As of this writing, our financial position for the year through August shows a budget 
surplus of $39,509. The government assistance programs have now ended and shortly we 
will be returning to worship inside the sanctuary, although with care and social 
distancing, thus returning to a small degree of normalcy.  
 
Our budget for 2020 began with a spending increase of 4.2% over 2019. We were 
growing as a congregation. We began the year with a surplus of $9,136, the first surplus 
in many years. However, we did not have much of an opportunity to test our new budget 
before we were hit with the pandemic. Would we continue to grow our budget surplus or 
would we experience shortfalls? In March of 2020, we had a budget shortfall of $353, 
discounting lump sum payments made for insurance and the overpayment of our 
mortgage; then we were hit with COVID-19, which required us to make drastic 
adjustments to the budget. As we approach our 2021 budget, our giving is only slightly 
behind the same period in 2019—we are all thankful. 
 
The theme for this stewardship program is Live Courageously. We have all lived 
courageously considering the difficulties everyone has endured since COVID-19. We are 
not yet united as a congregation under the roof of LCOS, but we are all united in wanting 
to preserve our church with the anticipation that soon we will be together as one. As we 
look to the future, please continue to share your gifts both monetarily and spiritually. 
 
 
Remain healthy and God bless, 
 
Paul Dugent 
Council President 
 


